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Whatôs in a name? 

A keen hosta grower who produces an 

attractive seedling or who finds an in-

teresting sport can pretty much call it 

what they like. But if they want to obey 

the various rules put in place about 

giving plants names then there are 

well  posted road signs to follow. Naming the 

new plant óEverestô after a favorite grandchild 

will make the family happy for a while, but if 

you and Everest seek more than ephemeral 

fame there are rules that must be adhered to. 

Naming your plant without jumping through 

the hoops means that your contribution to hor-

ticulture is ónot registeredô. Every species, 

family of plants has an International  Cultivar 

Registration Authority. That authority for the 

genus Hosta has been allotted to the Ameri-

can Hosta Society who have in turn delegated 

it to Gayle Hartley Alley. Gayle runs a very 

efficient and informative ship that can be 

found at https://hostaregistrar.org.  The rules 

for registering hostas, which are the same for 

all plants, can be found at https://

americanhostasociety.org/hosta-registration/.       

By registering a hosta you are claiming the 

name. No one else can register a hosta with 

that name (sadly it does not prevent a rogue 

naming a seedling with the same name and 

not registering it).  The primary purpose of 

registration is to limit confusion among hosta 

cultivars by establishing a permanent record 

in a central location. 

 

 

 

So,  how does an originator decide what 

to name their hosta?     

Sometimes it is a description of the 

plant, a feature of the plant, the color or 

the shape of the leaves.  H.óSilver 

Lanceô, H. óFeather Boaô, H.Stilettoô  are 

examples. Donôt expect H.óCathedral 

Windowsô to be very ecclesiastical.  

Most often hostas are named for people or 

places. There are rules. A hosta name cannot 

be longer than 30 characters, not counting 

spaces. The longest hosta name at the mo-

ment is H. óAcademy Brobdingnaian Viridityô. 

And you thought writing H.óSilver Thread and 

Golden Needlesô on a plant label was bad 

enough.  There are currently no hostas with 

names of 30 characters. 

So as not to cause confusion, a hosta name 

cannot include the name of another species 

or variety of plant.  I donôt know how our own 

Ransom Lydell got H.óYucca Ducka Doô  

through the vetting process but we all know 

he is a very special guy. 

There are some very odd names out there.  

One I recall that would have passed the regis-

tration process but which is currently un-

registered is H.óOld Cardboard Boxesô.  I sus-

pect that the breeder is not expecting anyone 

to steal the name. (There is a daylily called 

Hem óNot Named After My Wife Lindaô.) 

             Continues on page 2 

https://hostaregistrar.org
https://americanhostasociety.org/hosta-registration/
https://americanhostasociety.org/hosta-registration/
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Some hosta names include at the beginning, the 

name of the nursery that introduced it. The most 

famous perhaps is Mary Chastainôs óLakesideô.  

Mary produced 150 very individual and some-

times unique, registered hostas.  If you donôt 

have H.óLakeside Paisley Printô in your collec-

tion, you have the whole summer ahead to find 

it. There are many other nursery names in hosta 

names. Abiqua, Rosedale, Academy, Sea, 

American.  It is often thought that if you have 

one excellent plant growing in your garden that 

comes from a particular nursery or breeder, it is 

likely that the others in the stable will also give 

you good value. 

This is particularly so when hosta dynasties are 

properly named. By a dynasty I mean a group of 

plants that have all sported from the same origi-

nal hosta or relatives of it.  The obvious group is 

the óMouse Earsô dynasty. Others include 

óStripteaseô, óTiaraô, and óPineapple Pollô. 

One would think that if one plant in the dynasty 

can be grown well in your location, the others 

will also do well because, essentially, they are 

the same plant. Sadly, this is not so. Some of 

the óMiceô are very difficult to grow and will often 

lose their variegation.  H.óAmber Tiaraô is not a 

good grower.  Most of the 67 first, second and 

third generation sports of H. óStripteaseô  grow 

well and this has led to some wonderful erotic 

plant collections. 

Another quirk of the hosta naming process is 

that the first name a variety is given takes prec-

edence.  For a long while we grew a lovely large 

hosta called H. óFluctuans Variegatedô, only to 

discover that way back it had been named H. 

óSagaeô, so that is how it is listed today.  Similar-

ly, H.óOn Stageô  is now listed as H.óChoko 

Nishikiô because that is what it was originally 

called.   

So, if you are lucky enough to find a beautiful 

and vigorous hosta sport in your garden or 

should one of your seedlings mature into  a 

uniquely shaped and strikingly variegated plant, 

please spend a while thinking up a clever name 

of under 30 characters, and 

then register it with the Ameri-

can Hosta Society.  The name 

you have chosen will live way 

longer than any of us and in 

turn your name will be in the 

hosta records forever. 

Take care and enjoy 

Mike 

Continued from Page 1 

Don't say that spring has 
come until you can put your 

foot on nine daisies .                     

(or nine mice hostas ñbut please do not        
actually step on them)  

Editors note:  To view some hosta 

families, along with numerous oth-

er sorted lists of hostas by variety 

go to Hostalibrary.org and click on 

òRawsonõs Listsó 

Hosta Lists  

https://www.hostalists.org/index.php
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April Meeting                 
For the April meeting we need the following -  

Yummies for your 
Tummies  

Volunteers to bring desserts/refreshments We 

like to keep coffee and water available at our 

meetings along with cookies and more.  

If you are able to bring something to add to the 

hosta-tality table, please call JUDY JOHNSON ² 

the hostess with the mostest at 716-649-2764 or                                 

email at wjohnson21088@verizon.net    

Make sure you come along - and bring a friend.  

Remember, finger foods only, and please 

remember to put your name on your con-

tainers.  

Wear Your             

Name Tag! 

If you are bringing treats, 
please have them on the 
treat tables by 1:45 so 
that everyone has time to 

enjoy them. 

!ǇǊƛƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ  
Sunday, April 27th  

East Aurora Senior Center  

101 King St., East Aurora 14052  

Doors open 1:30 pm for    socializing                    

Pick Up Green Hill Hostas if ordered 

Meeting commences at 2 pm  

Short Business Meeting  

The B Movie  

¢ƘŜ !I{ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘ !ǿŀǊŘ Iƻǎǘŀǎ 

The Main Event  

CŜǊƴǎ Lƴ ¢ƘŜ Iƻǎǘŀ DŀǊŘŜƴ 

YǊƛǎǝ {ŎƘƳƛǧ 

Beverages and refreshments 

Door Prizes Fond farewells  

Henryôs Gardenôs will be open to pick up your  

BM-6 soil if you ordered, or in the days after 

Directions: From I-90 - Route 400 to Maple exit, right. 

Maple to the end, left onto Main, then second right - 

S. Grove...past the Roycroft to the stop sign, then left 

on Oakwood.   The Senior Center will be on your 

right at the junction with King Street   Park behind, 

NOT IN THE PLAZA 

The WNYHS Gear Store                                      
will be open at the April meeting  

Gardening gloves- small, medium, large 
$4 per pair 

Kincaid Plant Markers 
8ó 25 for $33, 10 for $16 
10ó 25 for $34, 10 for $17 
12ó 25 for $36, 10 for $18 
15ó 25 for $38, 10 for $19 
17ó 25 for $40, 10 for $20 

Hosta Price Guide 2022 $10 
Hosta Adventure                                

(various past seasons)$1  
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      April 27,2025 meeting ôB movieõ                
Benedict Garden Performance Award By Sue Sickels 

Ralph (Herb) Benedict (1913-2004) and his wife Dorothy were instrumental 

in introducing hostas as a landscape genus. Hosta ñDorothy Benedictò was 

the result of thousands of self-crosses of ñFrances Williamsò, the most com-

mon variegated hosta of his time. Herb tried to convince ordinary gardeners that they could 

breed hostas.   

In 2003, the Benedict Garden Performance Awards Plan was established to recognize hostas 

with exceptional garden performance across various regions. Although changes to the award 

have been made over the years, the most significant change is that all members of the AHS 

are eligible to vote for the winners of these awards. To be eligible for this award, the hosta 

must be registered at least three years prior to the nomination for this award and is usually 

nominated by the hybridizer.   

I have decided to make a new garden on my property this year to 

honor the winners of the Benedict Garden Performance Award.  

For the April meeting, I will show the progress I have made in this 

garden and the plants I hope to include this year. 

Hosta ôHalcyonõ 

April 27, 2025 ôMain Eventõ                                                      

Ferns in the Hosta Garden 

By Kristy Schmitt 

Learn about what makes ferns function by diving into their life science briefly and in 
an accessible way. Discover some common species and some of the natural history 
of ferns. At the end of Kristy's talk, connections will be made on how hostas ferns 

can be more... FROND of each other in shared garden spaces. 

Kristy Schmitt is not a stranger to the plant world. While currently Programs Manager at the Buffalo 
Museum of Science, Kristy spent a decade prior working at the Buffalo and Erie County Botanical 
Gardens educating visitors of all ages. She is also a past president of PlantWNY, our local nursery 
and landscaping trade association, continues to serve on the education committee, is involved with 
Plantasia, and is a CNLP. She is also a mom of two plant-loving little girls: Linden and Rowan. 
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WE NEED YOU and YOU and YOU !!! 

 If you are reading this Newsletter, you are part of the WNY Hosta Society!  

Did you know we have over 290 members?  

Approximately, 40-65 members attend our meetings. Some of our popular 

events include hosta sales, garden tours, hosta teas, and a picnic.  

Recently a hosta flash was sent asking for members to volunteer for endeavors 

during the year that make these fun activities happen.  

How many volunteers signed up????  

SEVEN !!!!  

Come on FolkséWE NEED MORE Volunteers, We need YOU! The more we 

have, the less you will be called! Volunteer and support the WNY Hosta Socie-

tyéYou may make a new friend or just have a good time !!!!  

 

Please call Pat Gurney (volunteer coordinator) 716 861- 6113 or send her an 

email at gpdchestnut@aol.com Sheôs waiting to hear from youémake her day!!!  

òTulips (Hostas) pro-

vide as pleasant a 

way to bankrupt 

yourself as any oth-

er, and are so much 

better for your liver 

than alcoholó  - Anna 
Pavord The Seasonal Gar-

dener Creative Planting 

Combinations 
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Members receive three issues per year of The Hosta Jour-
nal, which includes color photographs of hostas, reports 
on national conventions, scientific information concerning 
current research pertaining to hostas, and advertisements 
of interest to hosta families. Membership checks should 
be made out to ñAHS,ò and mailed to: Barry Ankney, AHS 
Membership Secretary 1104 Oxford Ct Oakbrook Terrace, 
IL 60181  Dues for one year are $30 for an individual and 
$34 for a family. For more information, visit the AHS web-

site: http://www.americanhostasociety.org 
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 Spring Openings we canõt wait for: 

 Murrayõs Hosta Farm 

 4735 Transit Rd 

 Orchard Park  14127 

 Around May 5 or 6 

 

Eagle Bay Gardens 

2912 Rt 5 

Sheridan   14048 

Around May 5 or 6 

 

    Henryõs Gardens 

        7884 Sisson Hwy 

        Hamburg 

        Now OPEN 

Western New York Hosta Society members,  

This is your newsletter. Please direct any feedback to the newsletter editorñ
Jill Rohring  e-mail:   Jillrohring@gmail.com   We welcome comments, ideas 

for articles, photos,  important dates, or announcements. 

Thank You!  Next newsletterñLate July 

ñThe best way to garden is to put on a wide brimmed straw hat and some old clothes. And 

with a hoe in one hand and a cold drink in the other, tell somebody else where to dig.ò 

---------- - David Hobson 



Weôre on the web 
wnyhosta.com  

Hosta la vista  

Western New Yok Hosta Society 
Mike Shadrack, President 
1187 Orchard Park Road, Apt 236 
West Seneca NY 14224 
H8staman@aol.com 

April 27 Members Meeting 
May 18 PA Rhododendron trip 

 

 

The 2025 AHS convention is sold out, but 

we can look forward to the 2026 AHS 

convention, in Dublin, Ohio, which is near 

Columbus. Save the Date. 

The extended E-Mail ver-

sion of the WNYHS 

newsletter continues on 

the following pages 



This one is an experiment for me, as the tubers are going into the ground this week! 

6|f]ª´rzzj] hjz]´]·r  
Commonly known as Flowering Fern, Hardy Gloxinea, and Chinese Trumpet Flowers. Their beau-

ty has stared at me several years from the booths at Plantasia, I succumbed to itôs charm this year 

and bought a total of 17 tubers.  What made me buy them, what 

makes anyone buy a plant? We think it will look good in our gar-

dens. 

There hardiness zone is 4ð8, so my 7a garden will be perfect.  

They are clump forming, and spread out to about 2 feet, so my pur-

chase will be enough for about 60 square feet.  According to my 

research, they like shade, but appreciate 4ð6 hours of lightly fil-

tered sunlight. The plant grows a significant basal rosette, with stur-

dy flowering stems reaching  18ð24 inches. 

They are native to the southeastern mountain regions of China, 

they may have been a hosta óshady companionô all along!  Flower-

ing Ferns are a pollinators delight, with tubular flowers that 

draw the nectar hunters in throughout late spring and early 

summer. And while I strive to add natives to my garden as 

much as reasonable, these are known to be respectful in 

their spreading.  Progress report in the next newsletter. 

  Jill Rohring 
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Partners in Shade  

 

The  

photos 

that first 

got me 
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