
February 2025 

Presidents Mes-

sage 

Planting in containers is an 

excellent way to show off 

individual plants and 

groups of colorful bulbs 

and annuals.  Hostas, well 

most of them, do particu-

larly well in containers.  

And I donôt simply mean 

pots.  Found objects such 

as old wash basins, and 

home-made troughs and 

trays also work. 

The two main issues to al-

ways bear in mind are that 

there has to be very ade-

quate drainage and the fin-

ished container has to be 

moveable.  It is not good to 

have a container that fills 

with water or a tray  that you 

are unable to carry to a bet-

ter location or store safely 

over winter. 

I was taught very early in my 

hosta apprenticeship to 

ñNever knowingly over potô.  

Just because you have re-

ceived a 3-inch  H. óEmpress 

Wuô in the mail that you 

know one day is going to be 

three feet wide do not imme-

diately plant it in an eighteen

-inch pot.   For some reason 

I donôt totally understand, 

potting soil, not  blessed with 

the presence of 

roots, goes bad.   

Small plants, 

whatever their 

potential,  need 

to be planted in 

containers that 

suit them at the 

time of planting.  

As they grow, 

they need to be 

re-potted into 

larger containers 

until the three-foot- wide 

plant is happy in its enor-

mous pot.  

When planting a big plant 

into a big container the 

whole pot does not have to 

be full of potting soil.  That 

can be both heavy and 

wasteful.  Put some plastic 

bottles in the bottom to take 

up some of the space.  

Please donôt use Styrofoam 

chips.  The roots of the plant 

will bind with those chips 

and they will be impossible 

to separate from the potting 

soil when the hosta is moved 

on and the container re-

purposed.  

Continued on Page 2 

 
 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ aŜŜǝƴƎ  

Sunday, February 23rd  

East Aurora Senior Center  

101 King St., East Aurora 

14052  

Doors open 1:30 pm for    

socializing  

Meeting commences at 2 pm  

Short Business Meeting  

The B Movie  

¢ƘŜ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ Iƻǎǘŀ 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 

The Main Event  

Iƻǎǘŀǎ ƛƴ /ƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎ 

aƛƪŜ {ƘŀŘǊŀŎƪ 

Beverages and refreshments 

Door Prizes Fond farewells  

Directions: From I-90 - Route 

400 to Maple exit, right. Ma-

ple to the end, left onto Main, 

then second right - S. 

Grove...past the Roycroft to 

the stop sign, then left on 

Oakwood.   The Senior Cen-

ter will be on your right at the 

junction with King Street   

Park behind, NOT IN THE 

PLAZA 
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Ceramic and terracotta pots can look very attrac-

tive.  Whilst your hosta is perfectly winter hardy 

your pot might not be.  A simple trick to get over 

this problem is to plant the hosta in a plastic pot 

that slips easily into the ceramic pot.  You may 

have to cut the top inch or so of the plastic pot to 

successfully hide it. That way, when winter frosts 

threaten, the plant, in its plastic pot, can be 

pulled out and stored in a sheltered outdoor 

place while the ceramic pot is placed in the frost 

proof basement or garage. 

To make the potted hosta look a little more inter-

esting other plants can be added if there is room.  

Some snowdrop bulbs will produce interest be-

fore the hosta fully emerges.  Trailing Lobelia will 

break up the edge of the pot nicely as will golden 

creeping jenny. 

 

There are lots of useful perennial ground covers.  

Moss will often grow uninvited whilst 

pachysandra and ivy might be a little too much. 

Where to put your container?  Obviously,  the 

deck and the patio but also the porch and the 

front steps but donôt neglect the flower beds.   

No need to disrupt a well grown mature bed to 

add a hosta.  A containerized plant can be 

dropped into a space and immediately make an 

impact.  A potted hosta can be put on a log or a 

large stone to make it taller among other plants. 

If there is a large drab area of ivy, pachysandra 
or other plain green ground cover it can be easily 
improved by dropping one or more planted trays 
or potted hostas on to it.  The ground cover does 
not need to be cleared and the containers can 
be easily moved around to create the right effect. 

 

Take care and enjoy 

Mike 
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Gardening is the only un-
questionably useful job.   

ñGeorge Bernard Shaw, Irish -born English play-
wright (1856 -1950)  
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February Meeting       For the February meeting we need the following -  

Yummies for your Tummies  
Volunteers to bring desserts/refreshments We like to keep coffee and water available at our 

meetings along with cookies and more.  

If you are able to bring something to add to the hosta-tality table, please call                       

JUDY JOHNSON ² the hostess with the mostest at 716-649-2764 or                                 

email at wjohnson21088@verizon.net    

Make sure you come along - and bring a friend.  

Remember, finger foods only, and please remember to put your name on your con-

tainers.  

If you are bringing treats, please have them on the treat tables by 

1:45 so that everyone has time to enjoy them..  

February Meeting 

For the main event, Mike Shadrack will be presenting on Hostas 

In Containers.  Pots, troughs, bowls, and whatever you can imag-

ine. The hows, whats, and aftercare. 

The B movie will be a discussion of the Delights of Hosta College. 

The education, comradery and of course HOSTAS . Maybe you 

will want to attend after hearing this presentation 

An order form will be distributed for the 

Bob Solberg/Green Hill Hostas Special 

Club Sale. Come prepared to  place your 

order of these distinctive hostas! 
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Cornell Cooperative Extension | Master Gardener 

Education Day  

Plantasia - WNY's Premier Garden and 

Landscape Show  

²b¸I{ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ нлнр 
February 23rd  Winter Meeting,    

    East Aurora Senior Center 

March 1st   Hosta Breakfast 

March 21 ð 22  Hosta College, Piqua Ohio 

April 5th   Hosta Breakfast 

April 27th   Spring Meeting,     

    East Aurora Senior Center 

May 18th  Visit to PA Gardens  Rhododendron Time 

June 7th   Hoop House Sale &                                            

    Hosta Tea At Sue Sickels 

June 19 ð 21  AHS Convention Peoria IL 

June 28 -29                 Garden Art Sale &                        

Plant Society Avenue                             

Buffalo and Erie County                                    

Botanical Gardens 

July 6th   Hosta Tea,                                                

    Gene and Val Szeluga 

July 11-12   Hosta Tailgate        

    Cincinnati 

August 2nd   Annual Public Sale 

    Lake Erie Italian Club 

August 17th  Membersõ Picnic,  

    Eagle Bay Gardens 

September 19th ð 20th Hosta Forum Edinboro, PA 

October 4th  Hosta breakfast          

November 1st  Hosta Breakfast 

November 9th   AGM and Members   

or 16th   Meeting   

    East Aurora Senior Center 

Some additional Garden 

Dates in WNY 

  Erie County Master Gardener              

Education Day  

March 8 

 

        Plantasia  

         March 13-16  

 

J 

 

    

   June 21ð22 

 

 

Directors Meetings 

Are held monthly        

except for December 

February 25 

March 25 

April 22 

May 27 

June 24 

July 22 

August 26 

September 23 

October 28 

November 25 

https://erie.cce.cornell.edu/events/2023/03/11/master-gardener-education-day
https://erie.cce.cornell.edu/events/2023/03/11/master-gardener-education-day
https://plantasiany.com/
https://plantasiany.com/
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Western New York Hosta Society  

General Meeting 

November 10, 2024  

Total of 48 members signed in to meeting. 

Membership called to order by Mike Shadrack. 

Announcements made that Mike and Anita Sheehan had been involved in serious auto acci-

dent.  Both are home and recovering. 

Reminder to members to keep their Email up to date with Membership Chair, Joanne Tanner.   

Details regarding need for two tier membership outlined for any member that requires copy of 

Newsletter be sent via US postal service.   

Next Hosta Breakfast scheduled for 12/3/2024.  Attendance has been down lately, but antici-

pate increase as season progresses.   

Public sale will remain at Italian Center, but date has been moved up in an attempt to not com-

pete with Erie County Fair and possible Billôs preseason games.  

Motion Fred, Second Christine to Open General Business Meeting.  Voice vote approved. 

Mike provided brief over view of past year.  Copies provided to members were on table.  Mike 

asked members to consider what they want from the Hosta Society regarding speakers, need 

for fun, and volunteering. 

BUDGET  Sue reporting.  Copy of all financials provided to members via handouts on table or 

by previous email.  Voice vote to accept budget as presented.  Approved. 

MEMBERSHIP   Mike and Joanne reporting.  Club has total of 294 members, which makes 

WNYHS the largest reported club in the AHS.  Members are kept informed via at least 4 News-

letters per year, and numerous Hosta Flashes.  Website is being updated.  Continued need for 

Volunteers discussed. 

Continued on Page 6 

Following are the minutes of the November MemberΔs Annual Meeting 
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HOOP HOUSE    Sue reporting.  Written report provided via handout or email.   During 2024 

new doors were made and installed by her husband Eric.  Hostaôs are being potted using Mycor-

rhizae that helps develop strong root systems.  Information provided that ordering hostaôs from 

Marco are made too early for WNY growing season, requiring hostas to be potted and grown in 

Sueôs Garage.  Marco unable to change the shipping dates.  WNYHS will not be purchasing 

hostas from Marco for 2025.   Sue reviewed that club will be working with Leslie Murray from 

Murrayôs Hostas regarding ordering from Walterôs Gardens which will allow for delivery when 

club desires.  This will ensure healty plants available for public sale.   

Barb Whittemore thanked Sue for her care and upkeep of the Hoop House with membership ex-

pressing their agreement. 

2025 OFFICER PRESENTATION AND VOTE  (2 YEAR TERM ) 

President:  Mike Shadrack  

VP:   Open 

Secretary:  Barb Whittemore  

Treasurer:  Diane Giordano  

Membership:  Joanne Tanner 

Newsletter/WEB site:  Jill Rohring 

Store:  Leslie Murray  

Hospitality: Judy Johnson  

At Large:  Ran Lydell, Pat Gurney, Betty Scheldt   

Motion Fred Packer, Second Ginny Kessier to accept slate of officers as stated. 

Voice Vote by members, approved without dissension. 

 

There being no further business, general meeting portion closed.  Presentation by Don Rawson 

on ñHow to Grow Bigger, Better Humongous Hostasò followed.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barb Whittemore 

Secretary  

Continued from Page 5 
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32nd Annual Great Lakes Region Hosta College 
Upper Valley Career Center 

8811 Career Drive   Piqua, OH 45356 
March 21 & 22, 2025 

We have a variety of classes to peruse and plan your day. 

Registration is just $50 for 5 classes and lunch. 

Registration Dates: 

2/8 ï 2/14 GLRHS Members      2/15 ï 3/1 Open Registration  

 
Hosta College officially begins at 6:00 pm on Friday with hosta and gardening vendors, an auc-
tion, snacks, and fellowship with old and new gardening friends. Starting at 7:30 on Saturday 
morning you can enjoy a complimentary continental breakfast /and attend five hours of clas-

ses and lunch. Our event ends with an optional banquet and speaker at 6:30 pm. 

2025 Gift Plants   Your Choice of One  

H. Age of Gold  or 

                                 H. Party Streamers  

Registration Dates 
2/8 ï 2/14 GLRHS Members 
2/15 ï 3/1 Open Registration 

Sign up at:    Great Lakes 
Region Hosta Col-

lege   

Hey Mr. Dragon, 
how about some 

of that fire 
breathing heat? 

https://hostacollege.org/welcome
https://greatlakesregionhosta2024tailgate.evenbright.com/
https://hostacollege.org/
https://hostacollege.org/
https://hostacollege.org/
https://hostacollege.org/welcome


Weôre on the web 
wnyhosta.com  

Hosta la vista  

Mike Shadrack, President 
1187 Orchard Park Road, Apt 236 
West Seneca NY 14224 
H8staman@aol.com 

General Meeting Feb 23 
Hosta Breakfast March 1 
 

 

Members receive three issues per year of The Hosta 
Journal, which includes color photographs of hostas, 
reports on national conventions, scientific information 
concerning current research pertaining to hostas, and 
advertisements of interest to hosta families. Member-
ship checks should be made out to ñAHS,ò and mailed 
to: Barry Ankney, AHS Membership Secretary 1104 Ox-
ford Ct Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 Dues for one year 
are $30 for an individual and $34 for a family. For more 
information, visit the AHS website: http://

At Murrayõs Hosta Farm,                               

2022 Wine and Whirlaway  
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American Hosta Growers Association 

2025 Hosta of the Year 
With the increasing number of hosta cultivars being introduced each year it is 
increasingly difficult for nursery owners and gardeners to choose just the right 
hostas for their sales areas and gardens. To this end the American Hosta 
Growers Association established the AHGA Hosta of the Year in 1996. It is se-
lected by a vote of AHGA members. Award winners are hostas that are good 
garden plants in all regions of the country, are widely available in sufficient sup-
ply, and retail for about $15.00 in the year of selection.  

 

Previous Hosta  
of the Year 

2024    'Mini Skirt' 

2023    'Neptune' 

2022    'Island Breeze' 

2021    'Rainbow's End' 

2020    'Dancing Queen' 

2019    'Lakeside Paisley Print' 

2018    'World Cup' 

2017    'Brother Stefan' 

2016    'Curly Fries' 

2015    'Victory' 

2014    'Abiqua Drinking Gourd' 

2013    'Rainforest Sunrise' 

2012    'Liberty' 

2011    'Praying Hands' 

2010    'First Frost' 

2009    'Earth Angel' 

2008    'Blue Mouse Ears' 

2007    'Paradigm' 

2006    'Stained Glass' 

2005    'Striptease' 

2004    'Sum and Substance' 

2003    'Regal Splendor' 

2002    'Guacamole' 

2001    'June' 

2000    'Sagae' 

1999    'Paul's Glory' 

1998    'Fragrant Bouquet' 

1997    'Patriot' 

5~«®] ~o ®qj Xj]ª Á¿ÁÄ 
My·µªr®jª       

For more information and photos:  HOSTA LIBRARY , MyHostas Data-

base: Info about Hosta Skywriter   

http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2024.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2023.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2022.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2021.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2020.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2019.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2018.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2017.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2016.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2015.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2014.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2013.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2012.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2011.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2010.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2009.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2008.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2007.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2006.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2005.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2004.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2003.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2002.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2001.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-2000.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-1999.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-1998.html
http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year-1997.html
https://www.hostalibrary.org/s/s.html
https://myhostas.be/db/view/Skywriter
https://myhostas.be/db/view/Skywriter
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Grace, beauty, and charm ï ShadowlandÈ 'Miss America' has it all, 
making it the well-deserved 2025 Hosta of the Year. Its stunning, heart-
shaped leaves feature creamy white centers with soft light green 

streaks, creating a striking contrast against medium green edges. This 
elegant foliage shines from spring to frost, bringing timeless beauty to 
shaded gardens and woodland settings. In mid-summer, near-white 
flowers with a subtle lavender pattern bloom atop tall scapes, attracting 
hummingbirds and adding even more allure. Perfect for borders and 
landscapes, 'Miss America' is a showstopper that combines vibrant foli-
age, graceful blooms, and wildlife-friendly charm to elevate any garden. 

For more information: 
ShadowlandÈ 'Miss America' - Hosta hybrid | Proven Winners  

 

https://www.provenwinners.com/plants/hosta/shadowland-miss-america-hosta-hybrid
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Hosta Spotlight    î5j]ª® ~o ,r¶rjï 
Hybridized and registered by Olga Petryszyn , Hosta óHeart of Dixieô is a large hosta. 

Registered as 26ò tall and 43ò wide it should brighten up most hosta and shade gar-

dens.  Olga registered this beauty in 2023, and states that it does well in the sun as 

well.  The flower scapes stand just above the golden mound of leaves, and are nearly 

pure white. The lime green to mostly golden leaves are a nice size of 9ò x 6ò  Olga was 

one of the featured speakers at the Fall Hosta Forum, 2024. 

 

H. óHeart of Dixieô is the Member Plant of the American Hosta Society for 2025.  Mem-

bers are given the opportunity to be some of the first to buy Hosta ôHeart of Dixieô deliv-

ered to your home at a reasonable price. But, you must be a member!  

 

 

All photos by Olga Petryszyn, from The Hosta Library 


