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Presidents Message 

For many decades the Hosta has 

been fondly reported to be Americaôs 

biggest selling perennial plant. This 

was always an interesting observation, 

in that many of the southern and south 

western states do not have a winter 

cold enough to support  hosta dorman-

cy.  Hostas only thrive in the north-

east, northern and central states 

where winters are cold and where of-

ten heavy snow provides a blanket to protect 

the dormant plants. 

Television advertisements tell us that if we 

live somewhere with a harsher winter than 

Minnesotaôs we need to move, but hostas 

love it.  After a very cold winter, with a 

covering of deep snow here in Western 

New York, followed by a spring in which 

our hostas emerge big and strong we will 

say, with a smile, that we have óMinnesota  

Hostasô. 

True, older gardens would have banks of 

H. plantaginia, with their huge fragrant 

white flowers in late summer and groups 

of dark-green H. ventricosa splendid be-

low a blanket of dark-purple blossom and 

every good-sized nursery or garden cen-

ter would have a shade plants section that 

was 90% hostasé but biggest selling per-

ennial?  That was always a leap of faith, 

even for Hostaphiles. 

However, it is certainly not true these days.   

Hosta sales are reportedly way down in re-

cent years.  Tissue culture has allowed a 

beautiful brand-new hosta to swamp the 

market on day one, rather than the 

fourteen H. óStripteaseô that were origi-

nally introduced by Rick Thompson at 

an American Hosta Society Conven-

tion in 1991, but they are not selling 

like they used to.  The biggest whole-

salers do not have 800,000 plants 

listed at the beginning of the season.  

Many of the plants  in those shady are-

as of nurseries are unsold from last 

year. 

The culprit is the deer. In England you 

mention hostas in conversation and 

the come-back is always.  ñI love hostas but 

the slugs and snailséééò  Here the deer 

are the massive problem and turn off for 

growing hostas, even in suburbia. 

Continues on page 2 

H. plantiginea enjoying the window air 

conditioner overhead 
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More and more local wooded areas and open, un-

cultivated, land on the edge of town is being 

cleared and turned into treeless developments.   

The deer who once happily lived there are turned 

away.  Where can they go, where can they feed?   

In our back yards.  Thatôs where!    

Deer  will eat the whole plant.  They donôt just nib-

ble a few holes in some of the leaves.  Those of us 

who grow large numbers of hosta work hard to 

keep the deer away.  The deer are rarely frightened 

by people and dogs and some can be very bold.  

Substantial deer fencing can be expensive.  There 

are many deer repellent sprays but these are ex-

pensive, need to be applied frequently and always 

renewed after rain. 

The average gardener, who might want a few hos-

tas to add some magic to their garden beds, is not 

prepared to work that hard and so, hostas lose their 

appeal. 

Of course, there are many 

ardent hosta lovers who will 

work hard to maintain a col-

lection of hostas and keep 

the deer away.   Sadly, 

many average gardeners 

who used to visit a nursery 

and think ñwow, that is a 

lovely hostaò, now too often 

think ñthat is just deer foodò 

and turn away.  And sales 

tumble. 

Take care and enjoy 

  Mike 

Continued from Page 1 
The next meeting of the                      
WNY Hosta Society is the  

FALL MEMBERSô MEETING                  

& ANNUAL MEETING  

Sunday, November 9th -1:30 to 4:30  

East Aurora Senior Center  

101 King Street @ Oakwood -East Aurora 

14052 Senior Center will be on your right. 

Park behind, NOT IN PLAZA. 

Doors open at 1:30 (come and socialize) 
Program commences at 2 pm  

Annual Meeting 

Financial Reports, By Law change vote 
(see page 3), Committee and officer re-

ports, calendar for 2026,  

Program: 

Hostas in The English Garden 

Mike Shadrack 

For about a decade before I came to live in 
the USA in about 2000, I was a member and 
sometime President (chairman) of the British 
Hosta and Hemerocallis Society, founded by 
my book writing partner Diana Grenfell.   After 
I retired, I took a six-month course to qualify 
as a London Tour Guide and started a small 
business bringing American gardeners to 
England to see some of our famous and well-
loved gardens.  During that time, I saw a huge 
number of wonderful gardens, countless hos-

tas and made many friends. 
The talk today is  a pictural visit to some of 
those gardens and other aspects of the British 
horticultural industry and an explanation of the 
place that hostas find in those gardens. 

 
Door prizes, Hosta Bux, And the usual fun 

and frivolity  

 


