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Presidents Message 
 

Summer in the City.  Summer has ar-

rived in Buffalo and whilst it will be ex-

tremely pleasant it will also be short.  

Because our summer is short there 

are a great number of events crowded 

into a few weekends and sunny days.   

Many of them are green events.  In the 

last fifteen or so years Buffalo has vied 

with Philadelphia as the Gardening 

capital of America.   

The seeds of our Green Revolution were 

planted in 2009 when a journalist, Andre 

Sprung, writing in the Atlantic magazine, was 

singing the praises of Garden Walk Buffalo. 

ñThe mind-blowing Garden Walk Buffalo, 

Americaôs best event of its kind.ò  He referred 

to neighborhoods  ñthat have gone mad with 

gardeningò. The staff of Visit Buffalo Niagara 

were not slow to begin capitalizing on these 

unsolicited comments and Ed Healy and his 

team  called together a group of local garden-

ers, writers and landscapers to see how best 

the city could move forward. 

Anxious to rid Buffalo of its rust belt and 

snowy winter reputation the group were able 

to make many suggestions as to how we 

might capitalize on Garden Walk Buffaloôs  

popularity.   

Private gardens open to the public, the Front 

Yard Competition, more local garden walks, 

investment in public parks and gardens were 

all talked about.  Garden Walk Buffalo already 

attracted 65, 000 visitors but for only one 

weekend each summer.  The plan was to in-

crease those numbers and spread 

them throughout July.  That concept 

has certainly worked. 

2010 was a year of planning but a year 

of activity too and in 2011 the Buffalo 

National Garden Festival was born. 

The only event that no longer occurs is 

the Front Yard competition, judged by 

passers-by. After a few years it be-

came increasingly difficult to find a line 

of eight to ten householders that would 

accept the disruption of their front yard 

being torn out to be replaced in quick 

time with a newly landscaped garden. The lo-

cal landscaping companies that donated their 

time and expertise already had full order 

books, perhaps because the city and coun-

ty  was rapidly becoming green.  The competi-

tion succumbed to pressure from both ends. 

Today, Garden Walk Buffalo, held in the west 

side of the city on the last weekend in July, 

still attracts 65,000 visitors.  There is now a 

popular East Side Garden Walk held on July 

19
th
 and 20

th
 and fourteen other local Garden 

walks stretching from Lewiston in the north to 

Springville in the south from late June through 

July.               Continues on page 2 

A selection of the offerings from the Annual Hos-

ta Picnic Auction 2024 
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The remarkable thing is that in other parts of the 

United States communities have tried to repli-

cate what Buffalo has done.  Many find it a 

struggle, ñYou invite strangers into your gar-

dens?ò, but others have worked hard and had 

good leadership resulting in successful local 

Garden Walks. The really good result of all this 

effort for Buffalo, Erie and Niagara counties is 

that during the last Thursday and Friday in July  

many tourists travel across the states to spend 

three or four days in Buffalo, visiting Open Gar-

dens and enjoying Garden Walk Buffalo. They 

are staying in our hotels and spending their dol-

lars in our shops and restaurants.   Exactly what 

Visit Buffalo Niagara envisaged 15 years ago. 

Once July has passed, the Western New York 

Hosta Society has added a number of green 

events for your entertainment. 

First up this year is the public sale that we share 

with the Iris Society and Buffalo Area Daylily So-

ciety on Saturday August 2
nd
.   This is our big 

fund raiser and under Sue Sickelsô expert green 

thumbs the hoop house is bursting with good 

quality healthy hostas.   Our volunteers mar-

shaled by Pat Gurney, will transport our plants 

from the hoop house in West Falls, to the sale 

room at the Italian Club on South Park Avenue 

early on August 2
nd
.  At some stage during 

the public sale members will be able to 

spend their hosta bucks. 

On Saturday August the 17
th
 there will be 

the popular Society Picnic and auction at 

Ran and Katy Lydellôs Eagle Bay Gardens 

in Sheridan, NY.  In addition to a  beautiful 

lake with a shoreline planted with unusual 

plants, there is an extensive area of unusual 

shrubs and small trees for sale.  Hundreds of 

mature hostas planted in the grounds  compli-

ment a huge hosta sales area.  You can pick up 

a few more hostas for your collection there or at 

the auction where you will have your final oppor-

tunity to spend your hosta bucks. 

On September 6
th
 we have again been invited to 

a Hosta Tea at the home of Susan and Roger 

Haskell, in West falls.  Their Pipe Creek Garden 

is a delight for hosta lovers. 

We, as members of the Western New York Hos-

ta Society, are fortunate to live and garden in an 

area that has shrugged off its snowy rust belt 

reputation and become the envy of gardeners 

and garden lovers across the North East. 

Take care and enjoy 

  Mike 

 
 

Continued from Page 1 

"ébut we garden-lovers are greedy folk, and al-

ways want to have more and more and more! I 

want to have a Rose-garden, and a Tulip-garden, 

and a Carnation-garden, and a Columbine-

garden, and a Fern-gardené" 

- Gertrude Jekyll,  

Home and Garden (1900) 
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The membersô Picnic  Sunday August 17th 

 

We will be assembling at Ran and Katy Lydellôs Eagle Bay Gardens 

at around 11 am on Sunday August 17
th
. 

The address is 2912 Main Street, Sheridan, NY 14135.  Come off 

the 90 at Silver Creek, just after the reservation, and follow route 20 

West.  Pass through Irving and Silver Creek.  Eagle Bay is on the 

right  five miles West, a little beyond the Liberty Winery.    

There will be time to walk the paths around the lake looking at a rare 

collection of trees and shrubs and to enjoy the huge collection of 

mature, well labeled Hostas.   Please spend time  in the extensive 

sales area where many hostas not found for sale elsewhere can be 

purchased. 

At around midday there will be a short address from your efferves-

cent President before we serve hot-dogs with all the trimmings.   Please bring something for the 

lunch table, that will compliment the hot dogs.    Iced water will 

be provided. 

Lunch will be followed by our famous auction where you will be 

entertained by the Ran and Mike show and will be able to spend 

your Hosta Bucks.  Some of the hostas can only be purchased 

with a Hosta Bucks contribution.  Otherwise, it is cash and 

checks only.  If you have a plant, or something for the garden,  

that you would like to contribute to the auction it will be enthusi-

astically received.  This is your last chance to spend your Bucks 

this year as we will be changing to a new color commencing at the November meeting. 

We hope to be sending you home with your various purchases around 4pm.  There are some inter-

esting places to visit in Irving on your way back home and an 

excellent diner and bakery at Aunt Millies  The desserts are to 

die for. 

See you at the picnic.  Please wear your name tag,  I canôt re-

member names, itôs an age thing. 
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The Public Sale  Saturday August 2
nd
. 

The public hosta sale, where we combine with the Western New York Iris Society and the Buffalo Area Daylily 

Society, is our biggest annual fund raiser and will be held this year on Saturday August 2nd. 

As in recent years it will be held at the 

Lake Erie Italian Club, 

3200 South Park Avenue, 

Lackawanna, NY 14218, 

about a mile south from the Botanical Gardens 

The sale will commence at 10am and will continue until about 2pm.  This year the hostas that we will be offer-

ing for sale will be much better and more diverse than in previous years. 

Leslie Murray has assisted us to obtain a large number of really cool hostas from the wholesalers Walters Gar-

dens in Michigan and Sue Sickels has grown them remarkably in the hoop house in West Falls.   No member 

of the public or the Society will be disappointed this year.  Bring your dollars and your check books.  Credit 

cards cannot be accepted but hosta bucks will be at some time during the sale. 

Sadly, we and the other Societies are not going to be able to set up the room on the Friday night before.  The 

Italian Club has a huge Bingo Session every Friday evening.  So, getting the large room ready takes some 

planning. 

Our volunteer supremo, Pat Gurney, will arrange for volunteers to bring their vehicles to the hoop house 

around 5pm on Friday August 1st.  We will load the hostas into our cars and take them home.  After mounting 

guard on them all night we will drive them to the Italian Club to arrive around 7.30am.  They, and other Society 

members, will unload them and set them out on the tables in a manner that will entice the public. 

Members will then help the public make their choices, give expert advice, answer hosta questions and help 

take purchases through the check out to cars in the large car park.  Other society members will work the check 

out. 

Members will be able to purchase hostas using their Hosta Bucks at some point during the sale. 

At the end of the day, we will pack the few remaining hostas into cars to take them back to the hoop house, 

sweep the floor, make sure that the room is clean and tidy and book the location for next year. 

Please be sure to tell your friends and neighbors about this wonderful sale.  We very much look forward to a 

large turn out of members and we sincerely hope that we make enough 

money to run our Society for the next 12 months. 

Please wear your name tags and a big 

smile 

 
Photos from 2024 sale 

Continues on page 5 
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MINI HOSTAS 

Jiminy Cricket 

Citric Star 

Funny Bones 

Green Thumb     

Snowy Lake 

Appletini 

Jennifer Bailey 

My Precious 

Boyz Toys 

Dragon Tails 

Paradise Sunset 

Bashful 

Tattle Tails 

Blue Mouse Ears 

SMALL HOSTAS 

Puddles and Bumps 

Salute 

Tarheel Blue 

Laura Lanier 

Rocket City 

Bob Olson 

Leapin' Lizzard 

Paradise Tritone 

Louie Louie 

MEDIUM HOSTAS 

Christmas Candy 

Hawaiian Luau 

Katie Q 

Night at the Opera 

White Satellite 

Hi-Class 

Sweet Bo Peep 

Exotic Presentation 

The Shire 

Whirligig 

Kalamazoo 

Love Story 

Sister Act 

Cathedral Windows 

Voices in the Wind 

Wild Imagination 

Echo the Sun 

Tears in Heaven 

Waterslide 

Hope Springs Eternal 

Dancing Queen 

Praying Hands 

 

 

LARGE HOSTAS 

Elisabeth 

Star-kissed 

Fortunei Albopicta 

When I Dream 

Atlantis 

Seducer 

Baroness 

Spartacus 

GIANT HOSTAS 

Wunderbar 

Lakeside Fancy Pants 

Winter Snow 

Komodo Dragon 

His Honor 

Gigantosaurus 

Coast to Coast 

Drop Dead Gorgeous 

 "'More, more, more' is my gardening motto. If growing a single kind of 

daylily  HOSTA  is one of life's good things, then growing thirty, forty, or even a 

hundred of them is one of life's even better things. " ñAllen Lacy  

Some of the hosta varieties that will be available at the public sale            
(There will be more varieties than this list) 
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Members receive three issues per year of The Hos-
ta Journal, which includes color photographs of 
hostas, reports on national conventions, scientific 
information concerning current research pertaining 
to hostas, and advertisements of interest to hosta 
families. Membership checks should be made out 
to ñAHS,ò and mailed to: Barry Ankney, AHS Mem-
bership Secretary 1104 Oxford Ct Oakbrook Ter-
race, IL 60181  Dues for one year are $30 for an 
individual and $34 for a family. For more infor-

mation, visit the AHS website: http://
www.americanhostasociety.org 

An electronic only membership is also available if 
you prefer to receive the Hosta Journal by e-mail 

instead of a hard copy Join as an eMember now for one year for 
only $12. 

 
Call the Membership Secretary for details. 309-678-4119 

WE NEED YOU and YOU and YOU !!! 

 If you are reading this Newsletter, you are part of the WNY Hosta Society!  

Did you know we have over 290 members?  

Approximately, 40-65 members attend our meetings. Some of our popular events include hosta 

sales, garden tours, hosta teas, and a picnic.  

Earlier this year a hosta flash was sent asking for members to volunteer for endeavors during 

the year that make these fun activities happen.  

How many volunteers signed up????  

SEVEN !!!!  

Come on FolkséWE NEED MORE Volunteers, We need YOU! The more we have, the less 

you will be called! Volunteer and support the WNY Hosta SocietyéYou may make a new friend 

or just have a good time !!!!  

Please call Pat Gurney (volunteer coordinator) 716 861- 6113 or send her an email at gpdchest-

nut@aol.com Sheôs waiting to hear from youémake her day!!!  
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Western New York Hosta Society members,  

This is your newsletter. Please direct any feedback to the newsletter editorñ
Jill Rohring  e-mail:   Jillrohring@gmail.com   We welcome comments, ideas 

for articles, photos,  important dates, or announcements. 

Thank You!  Next newsletterñLate October 

A few scenes 

from          

EAGLE BAY 

GARDENS, 

site of our 

picnic on Au-

gust 17 


