
raiser, the Public Hosta sale, and then 

the members’ picnic at Ran and Katie 

Lydell’s Eagle Bay Gardens . 

There is also an opportunity to visit 

other members’ gardens using the little 

booklet ‘Members’ Garden Directory’ 

given to each of our members.  (if you 

do not already have one we will have 

them at both hosta teas.).  If that were 

not enough, Gardens Buffalo Niagara 

organizes a wonderful garden visiting 

opportunity.  Nearly 100 WNY gardens 

are open to the public on Fridays and 

Saturdays in July.  Most local nurseries 

have the booklet that details them 

available for a $10.00 donation.  There 

is an app at your App Store and the 

website has all the details  

www.gardensbuffaloniagara.com      

Enjoy your summer. 
 

Hosta la Vista 

 
So far it seems to be a pretty good 

season for our gardens and our 

hostas.  I don’t recall the winter 

being particularly cold, nor the snow 

especially deep, but the hostas seem 

to have benefited from their 

dormancy.  Nearly everyone I have 

spoken to has remarked on how well 

their hostas grew through the damp 

spring and are looking particularly 

good this summer.  Maybe later there 

will be an abundancy of flowers too. 

Early in the spring a deer breached the 

ramparts and ate half a dozen growing 

hostas.  Remarkably, within the month 

they had re-grown so well that you could 

hardly notice they had been damaged 

earlier. 

I was once told by an expert hosta 

gardener that if I intended growing hostas 

on a budget, which he correctly assumed 

that I did, I should invest in water.  This 

turned out to be very prophetic advice and 

a phrase that come to my mind many 

times during the season.  Our Hostas need 

plenty of water throughout the growing 

season but they also need good drainage.   

I think this year the good growth our 

plants are experiencing maybe due, in 

some part, to the wet, cold spring 

followed by lots of sunshine.  Lately we 

could have done with more rain.  

Certainly, rain that occurred regularly and 

gently rather than in very occasional 

deluges.  So, the hoses have needed to be 

brought out fairly often as the summer has 

progressed. 

We have also been told that in the areas of 

the world that enjoy native hostas in the 

wild get a good deal of their annual rainfall 

in late summer and early fall.  

Traditionally most of us have sat back 

contentedly at the end of July and 

thought that the growing season was 

now over and we could go 

partying.  Nope, we need to 

keep watering to ensure that 

our plants have plenty of 

growth below ground to help 

them through their dormancy 

and are ready to explode in the 

spring. 

Our Booth on the Plant 

Society Avenue at the Garden 

Art Sale in June was fun.   

There were plenty of 

volunteers and much banter 

with the public.   The main 

question, as always, is ‘what do you do 

about deer?’  It was amazing how few 

people knew of the product 

Milorganite.   Folks were impressed 

that it is both a fertilizer and a deer 

repellant.  Sue Sickels explained to 

many how important it was to start the 

deer repelling process very early in the 

spring.  (The same is true for slug 

control).  Milorganite can be spread 

loosely on the ground, even on top of 

the melting snow, or it can be used to 

fill gauze bags that can be hung, at deer 

nose height, from small trees and 

shrubs.   A word of advice – if you buy 

Milorganite, don’t leave it in a hot car 

overnight.     

Our venture at the Plant Society 

Avenue secured us four new members 

and several existing members paid 

their dues. 

Summer in these parts is a very 

crowded affair with lots going on all 

over WNY.    Our Society is no 

exception.  Elsewhere in this 

newsletter you will find details of our 

up-coming events but, briefly, we have 

a twilight Hosta Tea, our major fund-

President’s Message 

Hosta la Vista 

July 2022 

Until we meet again 

Photographs Needed 
 
Our summer events will give you 
plenty of opportunity to take pho-
tographs for the Wall Calendar.  
They need to be in landscape and a 
high a resolution as possible.   Dave 
Whittemore needs to prepare the 
calendar for sale at the Fall Hosta 
Forum so please send him your 
pictures as soon as you can.  His 
correct email address for submis-
sions is dawhit48@verizon.net, and 
the deadline is August 10th. 
 

http://www.gardensbuffaloniagara.com%20%20%20%20%20%0d
mailto:dawhit48@verizon.net


 

ANNUAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
ELECTIONS 

 

The Western New York Hosta Society is looking 
for YOU!  How can you make the Society your 
own?  How can you make a lasting impact on the 
direction the Society takes?  By serving as an officer or director 
of the Society is how.  The WNY Hosta Society is always looking 
for a few good members to lead the Society in the 21st 
Century.  There are three board of directors positions up for 
election/re-election this year.  The directors  serve two year 
terms.  The officers and board members meet once a month in 
the evening in a suitable meeting place for about two hours to 
discuss Society business and communicate via e-mail in between 
meetings.  This is your chance to make the Society yours!  It is 
great fun and great friendships.  Please consider running for an 

officer or board member position. 
 

 
Elections are at our Fall /November meeting - Please 
contact Mike Sheehan for nominations:  537-2544 or  

mightyone11@icloud.com 

ONE MORE HOSTA TEA FOR 2022 
 

 

~SEE YOU THERE~ 
 

Whit’s End Garden 
 

The Home of Barb and Dave Whittemore 
33 Sherwood Avenue, Hamburg NY 14075 

 
This is a Twilight Tea welcoming members from 6pm 
until 10pm. The garden is skillfully and carefully 
illuminated and as dusk falls we will be presented with 
hosta magic.  In addition there is a big collection of 
miniature conifers and a new daylily bed..   Snacks and 
beverages will be provided. 
 
Whit’s End is an exceptional hosta garden with so much more to 
offer the visitor..  It is filled with color, animation, fun and whimsy.  

The focal point is a 
waterfall surrounded by 
an operating garden 
railroad.  Miniature and 
dwarf conifers, 
structures and plants 
create a world in scale.  
Different elevations and 
garden rooms provide 
varied vistas for 
viewing.  The garden 
shed is disguised as a 
railroad station.  

Numerous perennials, annuals and fairy gardens are displayed 
in containers.  A grounded tree house and sheltered canopy 

provide places for quiet reflection. 
David and Barbara have a huge collection of  mature hostas 
both very large and very small.  Bring your cameras and your 

note books.  Wheelchair and stroller accessible 
 
Wear your name tags and bring your members’ Garden 

Directory for a signature.. 
 
Nearby in  Hamburg you will find Lockwoods Green Houses.  
Not far away is Gullos Nursery.  J.P. Fitzgerald’s is open for 
lunch until very late.  There is ice cream on Main Steet  next to 

Keybank and several coffee shops and restaurants nearby. 

Would you like to host a tea in 2023?  You 

can make it as simple or as elaborate as you 

like…   all things being equal, we would like 

to schedule a garden visit for  the first 

Saturday in June, July and August (and 

sometimes, September).  Please indicate your 

interest to: Mike Shadrack - 

H8staman@aol.com or 941-6167 

PLEASE NOTE:  We send HOSTA FLASHES as we 

get close to the teas with suggestions for additional 

stops - gardens, attractions and even places to eat.  

So pay attention!  We work hard to make this a total 

experience. 

 



AHS Convention Musings from the Science Corner 

I thoroughly enjoyed the AHS Convention, held this year in 

Minneapolis, MN.  The hostas were mature and the gardens 

luxuriant.  The visitors from the southern climes were especially 

taken by the size of the plants in these gardens.  Tradition has it 

that Minnesota has one of the best climates in the country to grow 

hostas, but is it that much different than the climate in WNY?   

The theory is that heavy snow blankets the hostas in Minnesota, 
keeping the plants dormant until the right time to wake in the 
spring.  Melting snow is then used by the plant for the lush spring 
growth, but we have snow and cold winters, right?  In fact, 
according to the website www.usclimatedata.com, Buffalo averages 
94 inches of snow annually, while Minneapolis averages only 55 
inches.  Surprised?  The average high and low temperatures for 
January and July are in the graph below. 

 
Minneapolis is significantly colder in January than Buffalo, but if 

hostas are dormant at that time, it is unlikely that this is important.  

Minneapolis averages 30.6 inches of rain each year, while Buffalo 

averages 40.5 inches.  Averages depend on which years are used, so 

some websites may have slightly different data.  More rain should 

be better for hosta growth.  Temperature swings in spring below 

freezing can be hard on hostas that are just starting to sprout.  The 

climates of both cities are buffered by a large body of water, but do 

both areas suffer from spring frosts?  

Does Minnesota really have an edge on WNY for growing hostas?  

As I pondered this question in the gardens of Minneapolis, I looked 

at other factors.  Is the soil the same in both areas?  Do they grow 

the same trees, like the maples that dry out the land around the base 

of the tree?  Does each area get rain in raging storms or days of 

gentle rain?  Do both areas get the same number of freezing spring 

nights to shock early emerging plants? 

I did see some plants struggling in the Minnesota gardens, just like 

plants struggle in my own garden.  Is the reputation of Minnesota 

just better than the reputation of Buffalo?  Well, that goes without 

saying.  I think Minneapolis and Buffalo have similar climates when 

the averages are compared, but the entire environment of the hosta 

garden needs to be documented to learn what makes hostas grow 

to their full genetic potential.   

It was a delightful experience to walk through mature hosta gardens 

tended by hard working gardeners.  Gardens like those at the 2022 

AHS Convention do not just appear with one or two years’ worth 

of effort.  I am very thankful for the opportunity to have seen the 

fruits of their labor. 

Sue Sickels 

January Ave High 
(degrees F) 

Ave Low 
(degrees F) 

Minneapolis 24 6 

Buffalo 31 19 

July     

Minneapolis 83 64 

Buffalo 80 62 

 
The Fall Hosta Forum 

 
This is the 25th Anniversary of the 
FALL HOSTA FORUM and we want to 
"supersize" everything!  
 
Date is September 17th, with a pre-
view night and hosta-tality on the 16th. 
 

The theme this year is  
SUPERHEROES  

   We have four outstanding speakers: 
 
HOSTAS 
 

Tammy Borden -  
Designing your garden with hostas 
 

Dave Teager - Hosta basics 

 
Dan Heims - all the way from Ore-
gon, where he is the founder and own-
er of TERRA NOVA Nurseries.  He will 
speak to us on Pulmonarias, Tiarellas, 
Heucheras and Heucherella (ooooh 
lala) 
 

Paul Zammit - back by popular de-
mand - Perennials Worth the Wait 
 
 
We will have the usual vendors, lunch, 
live and silent auction. 
 
There are various Friday night attrac-
tions for those who want to come early 
 
Details and a registration form can be 
found on our website:  https://
www.wnyhosta.com/2022-fall-hosta-forum 

 

http://www.usclimatedata.com/
https://www.wnyhosta.com/2022-fall-hosta-forum
https://www.wnyhosta.com/2022-fall-hosta-forum


 

Plant Sale 
 

Our Public Plant Sale 
Members Invited 

 

Western New York Hosta Society’s  
big fund raiser 

 

Saturday, August 13th 
9am until 2pm 

 

Buffalo & Erie County Botanical Gardens 
2655 South Park Avenue - Buffalo, NY 

 

Loads of Hostas  (and Daylilies & Irises) 
 

Volunteers needed  
Friday, August 12th 

 
 

Refreshments and fun provided 
 

Plus an opportunity  
to redeem your Hosta Bucks 

 

Saturday, August 13th 
8am until 3pm (set up to clean up) 

Refreshments provided 
 

Our Members’ Plant Sale 
Public Invited 

The Sale…..  Volunteer details - see page 5 
 

We have a GREAT selection of hosta for sale this year. 
 

We need help on Friday evening to set up the tables and display the plants - we will be in the ADMINISTRATION BUILDING ON THE RIGHT SIDE… 

AND KIND OF BEHIND THE GLASSHOUSE.. 
 

Helpers on Friday evening will have the opportunity to use their hosta bucks. There are lots and lots of easy peasy jobs - you can do it!  There are lots 
of “schmoozing” type jobs - greeting people and helping them makes selections.  You can do it!!  Beth Kreutzer is in charge of all things financial - she 

will need help.   
 

Please bring brooms too – no silly, to sweep the floors, not for transport. 

 
We will also need help after 2pm on Saturday to clear everything away, return unsold plants to hoop house in West Falls, and to provide an armed 

guard for Beth and all those dollars as she makes her way to the night safe.  So please don’t all rush away too quickly at the end. 
 
This is our most important activity of the year and it IS labor-intensive.  We need worker-bees and we need schmoozers (folks to schmooze the public 
about hostas).  We will need primpers...folks with scissors and vision who can get our hostas looking spiffy.  We need plastic bags.  We need flats.  

We need big smiles and willing hands.  We need sunshine and rainbows and kittens and lollipops!  WE NEED YOU!  (Please don’t bring kittens). 
 

Limber up your volunteering arm. 

 

 

 

Your Hosta Society is going to need a lot of volunteers before the 
hosta sale -at the hoop house, on Friday afternoon and evening, 
and at the public sale.   This is our big annual fund raiser and all 
help is very much appreciated.   We will also need help at the 

picnic at Ran's. 
 

On Thursday August 11th we need some volunteers at the hoop 
house to help us sort hostas for the sale and prepare them for 

transportation on August 28th 
 

On Friday August 12h, during the afternoon, we will need MANY 
vehicles to help transport the hostas from the hoop house to the 

Botanical Gardens. 
 

On Friday evening August 12th we will need helpers at the 
Botanical Gardens to set up the hosta sale and to clean up the 
hostas we intend to sell.  Refreshments and the opportunity to 

spend hosta buxs will be available. 
 

At the sale on Saturday August 13th we will need help from 8am 
until clean up at 2pm.  You don't need to be there the whole day 
but helping for a few hours will be mutually beneficial.  You will get 
refreshments and the opportunity to spend Hosta Buxs.   Don't 
forget to wear your name tags. 
 

At the end of the Hosta Sale on Saturday we will need help 

transporting the unsold hostas back to the hoop house. 
 
 

The committee assumes that there will be many members at our 
sale but you are able to volunteer for any or all of the other 
activities mentioned above, or if you have questions, please 

contact me at H8staman@aol.com or 941-6167. 



The WNYHS 2022 Hosta Sale  
bigger and better than ever 
Please come join in the fun! 

  

The sale takes place on Saturday, August 13 - 9 am to 2 pm at the Buffalo Botanical Gardens (2655 South Park Ave., 
Lackawanna 14218)  in the Administrative Bldg located at the back and to the right of the glasshouse - adjacent to the parking 
lot.  
 
You will find us in the basement level with easy access through the overhead door. 
 
 We can use your help on either or both Friday & Saturday for any amount of time that you have available. 

  
The action begins on Friday - August 12th 

2 to 4 pm We need volunteers at the Hoop House to: 
Transport hostas from the hoop house (located at The Sickels Farm, 8655 Falls Road, West Falls 14170) to 
the sale site. - The Hostas must be received at the Botanical Gardens by 4 pm. 

  
2 to 6 pm We need volunteers at the Botanical Gardens to: 

Help cover the tables and set up signs.   
Assist moving the hostas to the sale tables when they start arriving at about 2:30 pm.  Some carts will be 
available. 
Arrange the plants on the tables by size, check that each has a name & price label and groom if necessary. 
Keep the floors free of soil and debris. 

 
Public Sale Day Saturday - August 13th  
8am to 2pm We need volunteers at the Botanical Gardens to: 

Greet, welcome and direct customers (aka “schmooze” ed.). 
Assist customers with sales and information. 
Manage trays and carts. 
Keep the area clean and attractive 
Assist with checkout - fill out forms, use of calculator, making change, bagging plants and assisting customers 
to their cars. 
Sell gloves and plant markers. 

  
2 pm Assist with breakdown and clean up. 

Transport remaining plants to the Hoop House in West Falls 
Place the plants in the designated area. 

  

Please bring a broom and plastic bags! 
 

To volunteer contact  
Mike Shadrack  

H8staman@aol.com or 941-6167 
  

Please let us know:  
 

When you wish to volunteer, Friday/ Saturday & times. 
What you wish to do, set up, sales, transport, etc. 

Refreshments will be available on both days for volunteers.  

And - of course -  BUX! 



NOTE ON DONATIONS 
 
 

This applies to AUCTION donations for the picnic and Fall 

Hosta Forum…. 

 

We cannot accept any plant—hosta or perennial, planted in 

garden soil (due to Asian Jumping Worms).  All donated plant 

material should be in soil-less potting medium like BM 6 

Promix or Lamberts. 
 

Please make sure that HOSTAS ARE 

LABELED - and make sure all plant 

material is disease-free and attractive to 

a buyer or bidder! 

The next meeting of the WNY Hosta Society is  the ever-

popular  

picnic at Eagle Bay Hosta Gardens 
 

Sunday, August 28th 2022 – 10:30-ish to 4 pm 

Eagle Bay Hosta Farm—Sheridan, NY 
 

Thruway to Silver Creek/Irving exit  (exit 58)– west on US 20 for 8 or 9 

miles to Sheridan.  Watch for Liberty Winery on the left - Eagle Bay  on the 

right—please park neatly on the grassy verge, well off the road (crazy 

traffic!) 

 

Agenda 
Garden Visit & Finding that Special Plant 

2022 Calendar Update 

Fall Hosta Forum - Update 

Super Heroes 

Hosta Breakfast—10/1/22 

Fall Meeting—November 13th 

Fun and Frolics 

AUCTION 

A SPLENDID TIME IS GUARANTEED FOR ALL 
 

We generally wander in about 10:30-ish—allowing ample time  

to see the gardens and shop if you’ve a mind to. 

True, we have a sort of meeting—but it’s all stuff you want to/need 

to know….  

And you’ll be amply rewarded with hot dogs and such! 

 

And PLEASE - let’s help Ran and Katie by cleaning up 

before we leave... 

 

POT LUCK 

This is our “pot luck” picnic.  So bring a dish to pass… 

something to complement the house specialty—hot 

dogs and/or bratwurst.  REMEMBER SERVING 

UTENSILS.  And please label your “stuff”. 

 

Beverages will be provided - but we will need finger-

friendly desserts as well.   

 

 

 

 

 

If you have “HOSTA BUCKS”, bring them for the auction.. 

And this is a great opportunity to see Ran and Katie’s 

gardens, including the amazing plants they manage to 

keep alive in the micro-climate of Eagle Bay. 

 

 

PICNIC DETAILS 
The picnic this year will be the normal fun 

and frolicking but it is essentially a social 

gathering.  A chance to meet friends and talk 

hosta.  It is also an opportunity to see Ran 

and Katie’s amazing garden.   Not just hosta, 

all sorts of wonderful plants many of which 

have not right to look so good in WNY. 

We are going to ask visitors to wander the 

extensive gardens and pick their favorite 

plant, the most unusual hosta and the hosta 

they have spotted that they have never seen 

before.   Make a note and at some stage we 

will ask you about them. 

The auction will follow and members will be 

able to spend their hosta bucks (and hard 

cash—but no credit cards) on some amazing 

hostas, plants and other stuff. 

 

DONATIONS  
———————— 

So, Please look around your garden and find something cool to 

bring.    Pot your contribution now, in a soil less compost, label it 

and bring it along.  We will of course accept more than one plant 

from each member and the rarer, the more interesting and 

unusual the better. 

THANK YOU 



 

First of all, for those who may not be aware, HOSTA BUX is a 

kind of currency whereby we reward members who give of 

themselves to the Society.  Whenever you do something in 

support of the WNY Hosta Society – anything at all (come to a 

meeting, help with the Hoop House, take a shift at an outreach 

event…. Donate, weed – the tasks are infinite)… anytime you do 

something, you receive HOSTA BUX valued at $3/each.  These 

are in the form of a coupon that can be kept in your precious 

folder where you keep all your hosta stuff.   

 

BUX are only good for one year, so you need to spend what 

you’ve earned in 2021/2022 by the Public Sale  And to help you 

to do that, we have three golden opportunities: 
 

1. The HOSTA PICNIC auction.  In this newsletter you will find the 

announcement for the next meeting—the hosta picnic and auction 

at Ran Lydell’s Eagle Bay Hosta Garden.  You may use your BUX 

during the auction only. 
 

2. Friday night Sale set-up:  For those who volunteer for Friday 

night sale set up, you may spend your BUX at that time…  with the 

understanding that the work must get done first (and no fair setting 

hostas aside), and you may only purchase a maximum of two 

hostas at that time.  We find that if we don’t limit pre-sale 

purchases, we end up with too few hostas for the public.   
 

3. Late on sale day …  let’s say noon… you may purchase whatever 

you wish of the hostas that are left with your BUX. 

 

We think that’s pretty good!   

 

What if you don’t have enough BUX to buy your dream hosta?  

No problem—we take cash too, and any combination of BUX and 

cash. NOTE:  NOT CREDIT CARDS 

 

What if you are getting married that day 

and won’t be at either event?  Find a 

shopper and send your BUX along. 

 

This is a wonderful program and these 

are wonderful opportunities for our 

most active members to be rewarded in 

a meaningful way.   

 
 

Thank you and have fun! 

Western New York Hosta Society 
 

We need two very special volunteers to ensure that our Society, 

which we now suspect it the largest local Hosta Society in the 

country, continues it the dynamic and well organized way if has 

progressed for the last decade or so. 

 

Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer 
 

Is there a member out there who has some financial background 

who is willing to become our Treasurer or assistant Tresurer?  

Our finances have been beautifully kept by our current treasurer, 

Beth Kreutzer, but she now needs a break.  The new volunteer 

will need to keep our accounts, obtain receipts and  make out 

checks for our expenses whilst banking our income, membership 

fees and dues.  We  will need a balance sheet once a month too. 

 

Assistant Newsletter Editor 
 

Hopefully there is a member who has some knowledge of 

Microsoft Publisher or similar who could help put together four 

or five newsletters a year..  The Board and the membership will 

supply the content and there is a prepared format that can be 

used.  We simply need someone who can put it all together, 

make it attractive and readable and help with its distribution,   

 

I would be useful ,but not necessary, for both new people to 

attend our monthly Board meetings.  

GET THOSE CALENDAR PHOTOS IN 
 

All of you folks (present company included) who have diligently 

been taking winning photos for the fabulous WNY Hosta Society 

calendar… now is the time to SUBMIT THEM!   
 

We need to get this show on the road so that we can have our 

2021 calendars available at the FALL HOSTA FORUM in 

September. 
 

So find your FIVE BEST PHOTOS (making sure they are 

landscape - not portrait (wide, not tall)) and send them to Dave 

Whittemore NO LATER THAN AUGUST 13TH.  He is convening 

a blue ribbon committee of folks who will select the 12 photos to 

represent each month - and the thumbnails that are cleverly 

scattered throughout. 
 

This is fun and  popular and the calendar 

makes a great gift… so get those photos 

SENT:   

 

dawhit48@verizon.net 



Next Meeting - PICNIC 8/28/22 
Eagle Bay Hosta Garden 
Hosta Sale - 8/13/22- B&ECBG 
Fall Hosta Forum - 9/17/22 

Mike Shadrack, President 

8399 Zimmerman Road 

Hamburg, NY  14075 

H8staman@aol.com 

716-941-6167 

Hosta la Vista 

We’re on the web 

Wnyhosta.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

NEMATODES - now is the time! 
 

Now is the time to look for nematodes.  This is a 

microscopic worm that damages hosta leaf tissue and 

the damage shows up around here in late summer (see 

typical nematode damage illustrated below). 

 

The worm will usually not kill your plant, but they will 

spread if not checked and we DO have the means to 

treat your plants.   

 

So… look carefully for brown areas BETWEEN VEINS… if 

you have them, do not bring those hostas to the picnic 

or sale, but mark them somehow in your garden (flags 

are best) and make sure to buy some NEMAKILL  

(organic, despite the scary 

name) from Sue Sickels at 

the sale or picnic,  

with instructions on how to  

treat your hostas. 

Why YES  

we ARE on FaceBook! 
 

Join the WNY Hosta Society conversation… 

about hostas, slugs, and just whatever pops 

into your head - and post pictures too 

 

To join, send a request    

and we’ll fix you up “toot sweet” 

TICK TOCK!!! 
 

Time is slipping away…. Have YOU registered yet 

for the FALL HOSTA FORUM?  Hopefully we 

will soon be closing in on a sell out for the second 

year in a row and we do not want 

anyone disappointed!  Registration 

material on our website or hard 

copies at the picnic…. 


