
controversy that is seldom agreed 
upon.   Those of us who favor leaving 
the flowers argue that the flowers look 
pretty, improve the diversity of insects, 
including bees, visiting the garden, 
produce unintentional seedlings and 
provide pollen for hybridizing.   The 
reasons for removing the flower scapes 
include preventing the plant using a lot 
of stored energy and thus helping it to 
mature faster, tricking the plant into 
producing new leaves and therefore a 
lengthier season, avoiding the risk of 
unintended seedlings and preventing 
fallen blooms from disfiguring the 
foliage. 
 
It is that final suggestion that has 
raised an issue in the hoop house.  
Many of our hostas have produced an 
abundance of flowers this year.  The 
recent rains, supplemented by the over
-head watering, has caused some of 
these blooms to fall on the foliage 
below and disfigure it.   We may decide 
in future that we should removed the 
flower scapes from the inventory but, 
meanwhile, we need to get those fallen 
blooms off the foliage and allow the 
plants look their best.  Our public sale 
is at the end of the month so there will 
need to be a working party before then 
to clean up some of the hostas to 
ensure they attract buyers. 
 
There will be a hosta flash asking for 
volunteers but before that we have a 
Hosta Tea and our Picnic to look 
forward  to.  See you there. 

 
 

Mike President 

Hosta la Vista 

H 
opefully the summer is not 
entirely over.   We have 
had a fair variety of 
weather issues in the last 

few months.  High temperatures for 
a few days, heavy rain for a few 
others.    Some members have 
suffered terribly with hail damage 
while others have enjoyed mostly 
good days.   I suspect that we all 
feel bad for those on the west coast 
that are suffering from both drought 
and wildfires whilst nearer home 
there has been serious flooding.   Luckily 
for us, our weather never seriously 
threatens us and the snow always melts 
away, eventually. 
 
Whatever went on underground during 
winter dormancy seems to have been 
good for our plants.  The hostas emerged 
cheerfully and on time.  They seem to 
have grown pretty well through the spring 
and early summer.   It was the same for 
the other perennials in the garden but the 
biggest difference this spring seems to 
have been the amount of flowering that 
occurred.    We had lots and lots of 
flowers on everything, except for the 
apple trees, and plants and trees that 
rarely or never flowered produced 
blooms. 
 
Both the Fringe tree (Chionanthus 
virginicus) and the Redbud (Cercis sp.) 
produced wonderful bloom displays in 
early spring.   Dogwoods, that have never 
previously flowered, burst into bloom and 
the flowers held on for weeks and weeks.  
Daylilies also flowered really well.  Some 

say that peak bloom arrived a little 
early but for us they were right on 
time.   Again, there seemed to be 
more flowers that usual and varieties 

that had yet to flower 
produced blooms.     
 
Hos tas  a lso  f lowered 
prolifically.  First up was H. 
‘Ghost Spirit’ that produced 
about eight flower scapes 
through early spring.   Later in 
the season some hostas that 
rarely flowered for us 
produced blooms.  These 
included those large, white-
flowered and fragrant varieties 

like H. ‘Avocardo’, ‘Guacamole’ and 
‘Fragrant Bouquet’ but sadly not their 
maternal ancestor H. plantaginea, the 
species hostas that produces those 
enormous white flowers and which I 
always refer to as ‘Grandma’s Hosta’ 
as it was often the one that you saw in 
your Grandma’s garden years ago.   
 
Some hostas such as our own Ran 
Lydell’s ‘H. ‘Arctic Rim’ put up their 
blooms on tall scapes while others, for 
example H. sieboldiana ‘Frances 
Williams’ and sieboldiana ‘Elegans’, 
hide their flowers at leaf level or even 
just below the canopy.   Those ‘mice’ 
are just perfect with their short, thick 
scapes bearing tightly grouped 
flowers. (Such a shame that they are 
not more fertile).  We are told that this 
wide variation in flower scape height 
is due to the species that appear way 
back in their ancestry and the efforts 
they needed to make, in their wild 
environment, to ensure that winged 
pollinators found the blooms.   
To remove flower scapes or to leave 
them be is a hosta growing 

President’s Message 

Hosta la Vista 

Aug.‘21 

Until we meet again 



NOTE ON DONATIONS 
 
 

This applies to AUCTION donations for the picnic and Fall 

Hosta Forum…. 

 

We cannot accept any plant—hosta or perennial, planted in 

garden soil (due to Asian Jumping Worms).  All donated plant 

material should be in soil-less potting medium like BM1, 

Promix or Lamberts. 
 

Please make sure that HOSTAS ARE 

LABELED - and make sure all plant 

material is disease-free and attractive to 

a buyer or bidder! 

The next meeting of the WNY Hosta Society is  the ever-

popular  

picnic at Eagle Bay Hosta Gardens 
 

Sunday, August 15th 2021 – 10:30-ish to 4 pm 

Eagle Bay Hosta Farm—Sheridan, NY 
 

Thruway to Silver Creek/Irving exit  (exit 58)– west on US 20 for 8 or 9 

miles to Sheridan.  Watch for Liberty Winery on the left - Eagle Bay  on the 

right—please park neatly on the grassy verge, well off the road (crazy 

traffic!) 

 

Agenda 
Garden Visit & Scavenger Hunt 

2021 Calendar Update 

Fall Hosta Forum - Update 

The Roaring Twenties 

Hosta Breakfast—10/2/21 

Fall Meeting—November 16th 

Fun and Frolics 

AUCTION 

A SPLENDID TIME IS GUARANTEED FOR ALL 
 

We generally wander in about 10:30-ish—allowing ample time  

to see the gardens and shop if you’ve a mind to. 

True, we have a sort of meeting—but it’s all stuff you want to/need 

to know….  

And you’ll be amply rewarded with hot dogs and such! 

 

And PLEASE - let’s help Ran and Katie by cleaning up 

before we leave... 

 

POT LUCK 

This is our “pot luck” picnic.  So bring a dish to pass… 

something to complement the house specialty—hot 

dogs and/or bratwurst.  REMEMBER SERVING 

UTENSILS.  And please label your “stuff”. 

 

Beverages will be provided - but we will need finger-

friendly desserts as well.   

 

 

 

 

 

If you have “HOSTA BUCKS”, bring them for the auction.. 

And this is a great opportunity to see Ran and Katie’s 

gardens, including the amazing plants they manage to 

keep alive in the micro-climate of Eagle Bay. 

 

 

PICNIC DETAILS 

DONATIONS & SCAVENGER HUNT 
 

Each year we try something different at the HOSTA PICNIC.  For 

a few years, we had a series of talks under kiosks scattered 

around the grounds that were repeated 3 times.  We have had a 

“brown bag ice breaker” where people brought things covered 

with a bag and spoke about them as they were revealed.  This 

year, we’re having a SCAVENGER HUNT.  This is how it will 

work. 
 

TIME:  11:30 to 12:15 
 

Each person will - upon arrival - receive a description of the 

garden and a list of plants to locate.  The plants will be numbered. 

 

The target plants will have a cup nearby filled with popsicle sticks 

numbered to indicate which plant they are associated with.  When 

you find one, take a stick. 

 

At the end of the 45 minutes, the person with the highest amount 

of DIFFERENT (one per person) numbered sticks will win a 

selection of hostas. 

 

———————— 

FURTHERMORE…. We will have a fun auction of donated plants 

- both hostas and other goodies.  Please look around your garden 

and find something cool to bring.  We will accept HOSTA BUX 

and cold hard cash (no credit cards). 
 

THANK YOU 



From the Science Corner 

What is the Buzz About Bees? 
 

After resting this past summer following an injury, 
I finally felt well enough to address the weeds in 
my garden.  With little use of my right wing, 
weeding was slow without the use of my favorite 
weeding tool, that according to Facebook, shall not 
be named.  It was taking me twice as long to do 
half as much, but what I noticed was worth the 
frustration. 
I was amazed at the symphony of sound coming 
from the bees, buzzing from one hosta flower to 
the next.  There were so many that I was hopeful 
that these wonderful, hard-working pollinators 
might be experiencing a rebound in numbers.  So, I 
decided to do some research. 
 
Wild bees should be considered separately from 
cultivated bees.  Cultivated bees are genetically 
selected to either make honey or to be good 
pollinators.  Honeybees tend to gather what they 
can from one flower and return to the hive.  
Crosspollination between two different plants is 
impossible if only one flower is visited.  Wild bees 
and cultivated bees are in direct competition for 
the pollen of flowers.  Raising honeybees to help 
increase the number of wild bees has been likened 
to raising chickens to help increase wild bird 
populations.  It just makes no sense. 
 
Hosta hybridizers either make the specific crosses 
they want or rely on wild bees if they are willing to 
settle for any seeds made by a given pod parent.  
Most of us are hoping to see an increase in wild 
bees to help with pollination.  Wild bee numbers 
are related to the ability of bees to adapt to 
hostas and are increased after mild winters 
without surprise frosts.  Some pesticides and 
pathogens are though to decrease bee numbers. 
 
I am delighted to have bees so happy to be in my 
yard.  Clearly, they are well adapted to my hostas 
and we did have a mild winter last year.  I hope 
their success continues.  Did anyone else see an 
increase in bees this year? 
 

Susan Sickels 

MY FAVORITE HOSTA  
(THIS YEAR….) 

 
Each year as I wander my garden, one hosta will stand 

out and draw my attention day after day.  Last year, it 

was ‘GOLD REGAL’ (still lovely this year….always 

perfection) and the year before, it was ‘TICKLE ME 

PINK’ (this year it got nailed by the late frost and never 

really shook it off). 

 

This year my absolute favorite is ‘LAKESIDE FANCY 

PANTS’ (Chastain ‘05) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This a stately plant in the vase shape that I find so 

appealing.  The leaf color is described as “soft blue” with 

a yellow edge that fades to white.   

 

This plant needs space in your garden—both because it 

is large and in order to properly show off that amazing 

form.  I have it planted (by accident, I assure you) on a 

“bump out” in a long garden, and it is positioned such 

that it becomes a perfect sight-line object as you 

approach from the back end of my garden. 

 

The plant is tall…. A good three feet, and the scapes will 

tower above that—48”.  It blooms near white. 

 

So if you have room in your garden for a statement 

plant, I highly recommend ‘Lakeside Fancy Pants’ 

 

Kathy Guest Shadrack 



 

First of all, for those who may not be aware, HOSTA BUX is a 

kind of currency whereby we reward members who give of 

themselves to the Society.  Whenever you do something in 

support of the WNY Hosta Society – anything at all (come to a 

meeting, help with the Hoop House, take a shift at an outreach 

event…. Donate, weed – the tasks are infinite)… anytime you do 

something, you receive HOSTA BUX valued at $3/each.  These 

are in the form of a coupon that can be kept in your precious 

folder where you keep all your hosta stuff.   

 

BUX are only good for one year, so you need to spend what 

you’ve earned in 2019/2021 by the Public Sale  And to help you 

to do that, we have three golden opportunities: 
 

1. The HOSTA PICNIC auction.  In this newsletter you will find the 

announcement for the next meeting—the hosta picnic and auction 

at Ran Lydell’s Eagle Bay Hosta Garden.  You may use your BUX 

during the auction only. 
 

2. Friday night Sale set-up:  For those who volunteer for Friday 

night sale set up, you may spend your BUX at that time…  with the 

understanding that the work must get done first (and no fair setting 

hostas aside), and you may only purchase a maximum of two 

hostas at that time.  We find that if we don’t limit pre-sale 

purchases, we end up with too few hostas for the public.   
 

3. Late on sale day …  let’s say noon… you may purchase whatever 

you wish of the hostas that are left with your BUX. 

 

We think that’s pretty good!   

 

What if you don’t have enough BUX to buy your dream hosta?  

No problem—we take cash too, and any combination of BUX and 

cash. NOTE:  NOT CREDIT CARDS 

 

What if you are getting married that day 

and won’t be at either event?  Find a 

shopper and send your BUX along. 

 

This is a wonderful program and these 

are wonderful opportunities for our 

most active members to be rewarded in 

a meaningful way.   

 
 

Thank you and have fun! 

Some calendar notes….. 
 

Hosta breakfasts will resume WE HOPE in October - reminder will 

be by HOSTA FLASH (e-mail)… make sure we have yours! 

SEND TO:  IRISBORER@AOL.COM (Kathy Shadrack) 

 

Our ‘Hosta Breakfasts’ remained popular during past winters and 

we have been asked to make sure that they continue. 

 

The first breakfast of the new season will be on Saturday, 

October 2, 2019 at 10am, and they will continue on the first 

Saturday of each month throughout the winter.  The venue is the 

Forestview Restaurant, 4781 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043 

 
One of the features of our breakfasts is that we ask folks to bring 

with them something of interest that can be passed around the 

table and talked about. 

 

Items have included magazines, catalogues, spray on moss, 

bouquets of fall flowers, stretchy plant ties, plant cuttings and 

unusual seed trays. 

 

A ‘HOSTA FLASH’ nearer the date will remind the membership of 

the next breakfast but you may wish to clear a space in your Fall 

Garden Clear-up diary. 

 

Next regular hosta meeting will be  Sunday, November 14th. 
 

East Aurora Senior Center 

GET THOSE CALENDAR PHOTOS IN 
 

All of you folks (present company included) who have diligently 

been taking winning photos for the fabulous WNY Hosta Society 

calendar… now is the time to SUBMIT THEM!   
 

We need to get this show on the road so that we can have our 

2021 calendars available at the FALL HOSTA FORUM in 

September. 
 

So find your FIVE BEST PHOTOS (making sure they are 

landscape - not portrait (wide, not tall)) and send them to Dave 

Whittemore NO LATER THAN AUGUST 13TH.  He is convening 

a blue ribbon committee of folks who will select the 12 photos to 

represent each month - and the thumbnails that are cleverly 

scattered throughout. 
 

This is fun and this is popular and the 

calendar makes a great gift… so get those 

photos SENT:   

 

dawhit48@verizon.net 



The WNYHS 2021 Hosta Sale  
bigger and better than ever 
Please come join in the fun! 

  

The sale takes place on Saturday, August 28 - 9 am to 2 pm at the Buffalo Botanical Gardens (2655 South Park Ave., 
Lackawanna 14218)  in the Administrative Bldg located at the back and to the right of the glasshouse - adjacent to the parking 
lot.  
 
You will find us in the basement level with easy access through the overhead door. 
 
 We can use your help on either or both Friday & Saturday for any amount of time that you have available. 

  
The action begins on Friday - August 27: 

2 to 5 pm We need volunteers at the Hoop House to: 
Transport hostas from the hoop house (located at The Sickels Farm, 8655 Falls Road, West Falls 14170) to 
the sale site. - The Hostas must be received at the Botanical Gardens by 5 pm. 

  
2 to 6 pm We need volunteers at the Botanical Gardens to: 

Help cover the tables and set up signs.   
Assist moving the hostas to the sale tables when they start arriving at about 2:30 pm.  Some carts will be 
available. 
Arrange the plants on the tables by size, check that each has a name & price label and groom if necessary. 
Keep the floors free of soil and debris. 

 
Saturday - August 28  
8am to 2pm We need volunteers at the Botanical Gardens to: 

Greet, welcome and direct customers (aka “schmooze” ed.). 
Assist customers with sales and information. 
Manage trays and carts. 
Keep the area clean and attractive 
Assist with checkout - fill out forms, use of calculator, making change, bagging plants and assisting customers 
to their cars. 
Sell gloves and plant markers. 

  
2 pm Assist with breakdown and clean up. 

Transport remaining plants to the Hoop House in West Falls 
Place the plants in the designated area. 

  

Please bring a broom and plastic bags! 
 

To volunteer contact  
Mike Shadrack  

H8staman@aol.com or 941-6167 
  

Please let us know:  
 

When you wish to volunteer, Friday/ Saturday & times. 
What you wish to do, set up, sales, transport, etc. 

Refreshments will be available on both days for volunteers.  

And - of course -  BUX! 



 

Plant Sale 
 

Our Public Plant Sale 
Members Invited 

 

Western New York Hosta Society’s  
big fund raiser 

 

Saturday, August 28th 
9am until 2pm 

 

Buffalo & Erie County Botanical Gardens 
2655 South Park Avenue - Buffalo, NY 

 

Loads of Hostas  (and Daylilies & Irises) 
 

Volunteers needed  
Friday, August 27th 

(see separate volunteer request pg 4) 
 

Refreshments and fun provided 
 

Plus an opportunity  
to redeem your Hosta Bucks 

 

Saturday, August 28th 
8am until 3pm (set up to clean up) 

Refreshments provided 
 

Our Members’ Plant Sale 
Public Invited 

The Sale…..  Volunteer details - see page 4 
 

We have a GREAT selection of hosta for sale this year. 
 

We need help on Friday evening to set up the tables and display the plants - we will be in the ADMINISTRATION BUILDING ON THE RIGHT SIDE… 

AND KIND OF BEHIND THE GLASSHOUSE.. 
 

Helpers on Friday evening will have the opportunity to use their hosta bucks. There are lots and lots of easy peasy jobs - you can do it!  There are lots 
of “schmoozing” type jobs - greeting people and helping them makes selections.  You can do it!!  Beth Kreutzer is in charge of all things financial - she 

will need help.   
 

Please bring brooms too – no silly, to sweep the floors, not for transport. 

 
We will also need help after 2pm on Saturday to clear everything away, return unsold plants to the  new site in West Falls, and to provide an armed 

guard for Beth and all those dollars as she makes her way to the night safe.  So please don’t all rush away too quickly at the end. 
 
This is our most important activity of the year and it IS labor-intensive.  We need worker-bees and we need schmoozers (folks to schmooze the public 
about hostas).  We will need primpers...folks with scissors and vision who can get our hostas looking spiffy.  We need plastic bags.  We need flats.  

We need big smiles and willing hands.  We need sunshine and rainbows and kittens and lollipops!  WE NEED YOU!  (Please don’t bring kittens). 
 

We will have signup sheets at the picnic.  Limber up your volunteering arm. 

 

 

 

Your Hosta Society is going to need a lot of volunteers before the 
hosta sale -at the hoop house, on Friday afternoon and evening, 
and at the public sale.   This is our big annual fund raiser and all 
help is very much appreciated.   We will also need help the picnic 

at Ran's. 
 

On Thursday August 26 we need some volunteers at the hoop 
house to help us sort hostas for the sale and prepare them for 

transportation.  
 

On Friday August 27h, during the afternoon, we will need MANY 
vehicles to help transport the hostas from the hoop house to the 

Botanical Gardens. 
 

On Friday evening August 27th we will need helpers at the 
Botanical Gardens to set up the hosta sale and to clean up the 
hostas we intend to sell.  Refreshments and the opportunity to 

spend hosta buxs will be available. 
 

At the sale on Saturday August 28th we will need help from 8am 
until clean up at 2pm.  You don't need to be there the whole day 
but helping for a few hours will be mutually beneficial.  You will get 
refreshments and the opportunity to spend Hosta Buxs.   Don't 
forget to wear your name tags. 
 

At the end of the Hosta Sale on Saturday we will need help 

transporting the unsold hostas back to the hoop house. 
 
 

The committee assumes that there will be many members at our 
sale but you are able to volunteer for any or all of the other 
activities mentioned above, or if you have questions, please 

contact me at H8staman@aol.com or 941-6167. 



Positions expiring and up for  

re-election or nomination  

in 2020/2021 include: 

 

 

Board Positions 
 

Pat Gurney 

Judy Johnson 

Kathy Guest Shadrack 

 

ANNUAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
ELECTIONS 

 

The Western New York Hosta Society is looking 
for YOU!  How can you make the Society your 
own?  How can you make a lasting impact on the 
direction the Society takes?  By serving as an officer or director 
of the Society is how.  The WNY Hosta Society is always looking 
for a few good members to lead the Society in the 21st 
Century.  There are three board of directors positions up for 
election/re-election this year.  The directors  serve two year 
terms.  The officers and board members meet once a month in 
the evening in a suitable meeting place for about two hours to 
discuss Society business and communicate via e-mail in between 
meetings.  This is your chance to make the Society yours!  It is 
great fun and great friendships.  Please consider running for an 

officer or board member position. 
 

 
Elections are at our Fall /November meeting - Please 
contact Mike Sheehan for nominations:  537-2544 or  

mightyone11@icloud.com 

ONE MORE HOSTA TEA FOR 2021 
 

Hard to believe that we are already at the end 

of Hosta Tea season and will soon be into 

Hosta breakfasts.   Please come join your 

fellow Hosta-friends in an amazing 

Cheektowaga garden  

—— 

DRAGON’S DEN 
The city garden of Beth 

and Brian Kreutzer 
Noon to 5 pm - 137 White 

Road - Cheektowaga 14225 

 As you approach the house, you 

see a front walkway lined with 

giant, colorful zinnias which leads 

you to the waterfall by the house.  Twisty Baby Black Locust and a 

Harry Lauder’s Walking Stick tree and an Ally Cat Redbud further 

adorn the front.  

 

Following the sidewalk around to the 

back yard, there is an evolving 

pollinator garden along the garage.   

 

Over the gate to the back, LOOK UP 

for Sir Arthur Henry Chester the 

Third, the friendly fire-breathing 

dragon. 

 

There is a new “dragon-themed” 

hosta garden in the back.  Relax 

under the pergola and enjoy the 

babbling brook.  On the main deck is 

the penny bar and table, covered in 

over 14,000 pennies.   

 

Interesting garden art throughout. 

 

~SEE YOU THERE~ Would you like to host a tea in 2022?  You 

can make it as simple or as elaborate as you 

like…   all things being equal, we would like 

to schedule a garden visit for  the first 

Saturday in June, July and August (and 

sometimes, September).  Please indicate your 

interest to: Mike Shadrack - 

H8staman@aol.com or 941-6167 

PLEASE NOTE:  We send HOSTA FLASHES as we 

get close to the teas with suggestions for additional 

stops - gardens, attractions and even places to eat.  

So pay attention!  We work hard to make this a total 

experience. 



Next Meeting - PICNIC 8/15/21 
Eagle Bay Hosta Garden 
Hosta Sale - 8/28/21- B&ECBG 
Fall Hosta Forum - 9/18/21 

Mike Shadrack, President 

8399 Zimmerman Road 

Hamburg, NY  14075 

H8staman@aol.com 

716-941-6167 

Hosta la Vista 

We’re on the web 

Wnyhosta.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

NEMATODES - now is the time! 
 

Now is the time to look for nematodes.  This is a 

microscopic worm that damages hosta leaf tissue and 

the damage shows up around here in late summer (see 

typical nematode damage illustrated below). 

 

The worm will usually not kill your plant, but they will 

spread if not checked and we DO have the means to 

treat your plants.   

 

So… look carefully for brown areas BETWEEN VEINS… if 

you have them, do not bring those hostas to the picnic 

or sale, but mark them somehow in your garden (flags 

are best) and make sure to buy some NEMAKILL  

(organic, despite the scary 

name) from Sue Sickels at 

the sale or picnic,  

with instructions on how to  

treat your hostas. 

Why YES  

we ARE on FaceBook! 
 

Join the WNY Hosta Society conversation… 

about hostas, slugs, and just whatever pops 

into your head - and post pictures too 

 

To join, send a request    

and we’ll fix you up “toot sweet” 

TICK TOCK!!! 
 

Time is slipping away…. Have YOU registered yet 

for the FALL HOSTA FORUM?  So far 90 people 

have, which means that we are closing in on a sell 

out for the second year in a row and 

we do not want anyone disappointed!  

Registration material on our website 

or hard copies at the picnic…. 


