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Until we meet again

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I

f you have never planted hosta seeds now
would be an excellent time to do it.
I
understand that there is probably a foot or more of snow
on your yard and that you may not even have any hosta
seeds but that doesn’t mean you should not think about
it while winter unwinds. I say now, in February, for a
very good reason. Seeds planted now indoors will be
ready to put outside when the snow has gone, the earth
is warmer and hopefully there is some sunshine. I
used to plant hosta seeds in late December but, the
sadly now departed member, George Donsky, told me
that by doing that my hosta seedlings were ready to go
outside at the end of February but that the outside was not
ready for them.
But, I am running ahead of myself. First the seeds. If you
have not done so already it is way too late to begin a seed
harvest. Not all hostas are fertile but those that are readily
produce seed without any intervention from the gardener.
They are held in pods on the flower scapes once the flowers
have shriveled away. Once the seed pods are brown cut off
the scape. Keep it in a paper bag until crisp. If it has not
opened naturally prise it open with a finger nail. Small dark,
winged seeds will be revealed. Carefully shake or pull them
away. Only keep the seeds that are universally brown or
nearly black and which have a pronounced bulge at the
opposite to the wing. Put these seeds in a paper envelope
and store them in the refrigerator until you are ready to sow
them.
You could scatter the seeds on top of the snow cover. They
are very tough and hardy. As the snow recedes, they will fall
to earth and with a fair wind will germinate. Not very scientific
or organized but you should get seedlings. It might be better
though to wait until the snow has gone and then sprinkle them
on a clear area of good garden soil.
Most folks who are serious about raising some hosta
seedlings plant them in seed trays. A fine seed starting
potting soil that has been pre-dampened is best. Scatter the
seeds on the surface and then cover them with a very fine
layer of the compost. They do not need to be buried. In

nature they simply fall on the surface. The tray should then
be tightly covered to create a micro climate.
Either a
professional plastic cover made for the tray, or simply a clear
plastic bag. Keep everything moist but not wet. The tray can
be put in a porch, on a window sill or anywhere not too
cold where is will get light. Bingo – within two or three
weeks you will see tiny shoots sprouting.
For the very best results the seed tray and the air tight
cover should be put under lights. Those wonderful
lights that they will sell you at the Aquaponics center
would be the best but I have always used simple white
light tubes and they produce results. The tube should
be placed an inch or so above the cover. Far enough
away so that it is not scorched but close enough to give
the best possible light. The stronger light your
seedlings get the stronger and more compact they will be. Not
enough light will make them tall and weak.
The lights can remain on for 12, 18 or 24 hours a day. The
only difference will be the speed of growth. If you are in a
position to keep the seed tray warm, maybe at about 75
degrees, so much the better. By the time the snow has gone
you will have seedlings that, after hardening off, can be put
outside to prosper.
Once you have grown hosta seeds a few times you are likely
to think about dabbing pollen yourself rather than letting the
bees do it for you. Hybridizing hosta is a whole new ball game
but both fascinating and rewarding.
Maybe someone reading this will have some spare hosta
seeds that they can bring to the members’ meeting and set
interested members on their way.

Mike Shadrack

Mark Your Calendars!
Hosta College will be March 19, 2022
This will be a Virtual Event. Registration forms
will be available on-line
starting February 1, 2022 at hostacollege.org
This is no fee for participation this year.

AMERICAN HOSTA SOCIETY
Why not join the Big Kahuna?
Members receive three issues per year of The Hosta
Journal (two print, one electronic) with lots of hosta
information and extraordinary photos of hostas.
Membership checks should be sent to:
Barry Ankney, AHS Membership
1104 Oxford Court
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181-5249

309-678-4119
Ahs.memberships@gmail.com
Dues for one year are $30 for an individual and $34 for a
family.

Mark Your Calendars!
Hosta College will be March 19, 2022

Location: Hosta College 2022 will be a Zoom Event. You can enjoy the sessions
from the comfort of your home on a PC, laptop, Smart Phone, Tablet, or screen
share on a TV if you have access.
Suggestion: Make it a Hosta College Party Day. Find a hostaholic or gardening
friend who has a big screen TV and gather there to view the sessions together.
Bring your own snacks!

Registration: Hosta College has a new website that will go LIVE on February 1,
2022. The registration form is on the website – hostacollege.org – and there is also
information on the schedule of speakers and their topics. A Zoom link will have
important information on what is needed to attend a Zoom event. All who register
will receive an email link to the Virtual event prior to Hosta College day.

For more information, visit the AHS website:
http://www.americanhostasociety.org/

Fee: There is no fee for participation this year. A person who registers that can’t
attend on March 19 will have an opportunity to view the sessions after Hosta College day for a period of time.
Be sure to register!

FEBRUARY MEETING

INTERESTED IN IRISES?

We need the following for the February meeting

Yummies for our Tummies
Volunteers to bring desserts/refreshments
We like to keep the coffee, water and lemonade
available at our meetings
along with the cookies and more.
If you are able to bring something along to add to
the hosta-tality table, please call
JUDY JOHNSON - 716-649-2764
wjohnson21088@verizon.net
Make sure you come—and bring a friend!
Remember—finger foods only (nothing requiring a
spoon or fork) and remember to label your containers

Western New York Iris Society (WNYIS) has big NEWS! The American Iris
Society is giving a free ($45.00) membership for one year to interested
individuals. There are a few qualifiers: 1) the person has to be NEW to the
organization (current members or old registered
members are not eligible), 2) the interested
individual must be a member of the local affiliate
(WNYIS) or Section, and 3) the free membership
will only be available during March, April and May
2022. The benefits include use of all AIS
websites, libraries and the iris encyclopedia, plus
four issues of the Bulletin magazine. It is a great
opportunity, and we would surely encourage all
"iris loving folk" to take advantage of this offer.
At present, WNYIS is on WINTER BREAK, but we
will meet on Sunday March 6 for our first
gathering of 2022. The PowerPoint Presentation
will be "Iris of the Wetlands" (plus Care of the Pre-Iris Garden.) Covid
Precautions will be followed and the library mandates that anyone entering,
must wear a mask. WNYIS does not have any dues!
Western New York Iris Society usually meets on the first Sunday of the
month at 1:30pm for an hour presentation, business meeting and social
time. Our meeting place is the Reinstein Library at 1030 Losson Road
South Cheektowaga, NY 14227 (between Union and Transit Roads). All are
welcome. For info: Call Marilee at 716-668-1789.

The next meeting
Of the WNY Hosta Society is the

OH WINTER PLEASE STOP meeting
Sunday, February 20th - 1:30 to 4:30

2022 CALENDAR
Subject to addition and change, of course…..
Sunday, February 20th

Members Meeting
East Aurora Senior Center

Saturday, March 5th

Hosta Breakfast
Forestview, Depew

March 19th

Virtual Hosta College

Saturday, April 2nd

Final Winter Hosta Breakfast
Forestview, Depew

Sunday, April 24

Members’ Meeting
East Aurora Senior Center

Saturday, May 21st

Hoop House Season Opener

Friday, June 3

Wine & Whirlaway - twilight opener
Murray’s Hostas

June 8 thru 11

AHS Hosta Convention
Minneapolis, MN
Hosta Tea - Connie Krueger

East Aurora Senior Center
101 King Street - East Aurora 14052
(Route 400 to Maple exit, right. Maple to the end, left onto Main, then second right - S.
Grove...past the Roycroft to the stop sign, then left on Oakwood. Senor Center will be on
your right next to the fire hall. Park behind, NOT IN PLAZA)

Doors open at 1:30

Program commences at 2 pm

PROGRAM
Award-Winning Hybridizers
And their Hostas:
By: Sue Sickels

B-Movie
The Hosta Olympics:
Top Medal Hostas
By: Mike Shadrack

Plus
Short business meeting
& review of 2022 calendar

Plus
Refreshments
Door prizes
Hosta bux
And the usual fun and frivolity

Be there
Or be square

Saturday, June 18
June 25 & 26

Garden Art Sale
Botanical Gardens

Saturday, July 9

Hosta Tea - Marcia Sully
Hidden Gardens of Eden

Saturday, August 6

Hosta Tea - twilight tea
Whit’s End Garden

Sunday, August 13

Public Hosta Sale - Botanical Gard.

Saturday, August 20th

Lobstah Classic - Maine

Saturday, August 28

Hosta Picnic - Eagle Bay Gardens
Sheridan, NY

Saturday, September 17

Fall Hosta Forum, Edinboro, PA
Super Heroes

Saturday, October 1

Hosta Breakfast
Forestview, Depew

Saturday, November 5

Hosta Breakfast
Forestview, Depew

Sunday, November 13

Hosta Annual Meeting
East Aurora Senior Center

Eunice Fisher and Nancy Minks –
Early Leaders of the AHS
By Sue Sickels

During a time when our world questioned the value of women as
leaders in our world, the American Hosta Society recognized the
leadership of two women who had devoted their lives to the progress
of understanding the genus Hosta. Eunice Fisher and Nancy Minks
left their marks on the burgeoning group that celebrated the beauty
and science of the plants that we all love.
Eunice Harvey (1894-1984) grew up in Wisconsin and married a local
farmer, Glen Fisher. Together they bought a dairy farm to feed their
family of four children. After the dairy herd was sold and her children
left home, Eunice traveled to various plant shows – first violets, then
daylilies, and finally her obsession with hostas. Eunice’s early writings
about hostas dealt mostly with the distinguishing characteristics of new
cultivars. Eunice served as its secretary/treasurer from its inception in
1969 to 1971. She served on the Board until 1978. As I read the old
AHS Bulletins, her gift to the AHS was insisting on the accurate
description and naming of the early hostas.
Nancy Mae Allen (1939-2012) was born in Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada, but she grew up in California. After marrying Eldren Minks,
they moved to Minnesota. Nancy served as the secretary/treasurer of
the AHS after Eunice’s tenure. Nancy was tasked to develop a floral
show for the AHS. Her answer to this matter was to develop the hosta
leaf show – categories and standards, as well as the training of judges.
Although belatedly, Nancy was awarded the Alex J. Summers
Distinguished Merit Award for her devotion to the AHS and the genus
Hosta in 1998.
Eunice Fisher’s garden was full of large hostas with vigorous growth
rate. From 1972 until 1997 the Eunice Fisher Award was given to an
exceptional registered large hosta plant in a specific garden on the
convention garden tour. The award was not given to the hybridizer,
but to the gardener who had grown the plant. From 1998 until 2005
the award was given to the best green hosta on the convention tour.
The Nancy Minks Award was first awarded in 1976 to 1997 for the best
small hosta on the convention tour. From 1998 to 2005 it was awarded
to the best blue hosta on the convention tour. The award appears to
have lost favor when the Eunice Fisher Award became the Eunice
Fisher Distinguished Hybridizer Merit Award in 2006. Eunice Fisher is
now remembered by recognizing a hybridizer who has advanced the
genus Hosta. The winning hybridizer is then given the opportunity to
select the Eunice Fisher Distinguished Merit Hosta.
This look back in history has made me very thankful for all the men
and women who worked so diligently to make our national and local
clubs what they are today – organizations for the people who love
hostas.

Fisher
Best Large

Minks
Best Small

Established 1972

Established 1976

1972

Starburst

1973

Green Acres

1974

Krossa Regal

1975
1976

Francee

Chartreuse Wiggles

1978

Piedmont Gold

High Fat Cream

1979

none

none

1980

Gold Standard

Golden Tiara

1981

none

none

1982

Sea Monster

Sea Sunrise

1983

none

none

1984

Sum and Substance

Center Stage

1985

Grey Cole

Silver Streak

1986

Antioch

Blue Cadet/Crepe Suzette

1987

Aureomarginata

Buckshaw Blue

1988

Big John

Northern Lights

1989

Frosted Jade

Spilt Milk

1990

Black Hills

Gay Feather

1991

Blue Angel

City Lights

1992

Northern Halo

Sultano

1993

Regal Splendor

Joyce Trott

1994

Green Piecrust

Hadspen Blue

1995

Joseph

1996

King Michael
Abiqua Drinking
Gourd

1997

Satin Beauty

Striptease

Best Green

Best Blue

1998

Northern Halo

Permanent Wave

1999

Black Jack

Rhapsody in Blue

2000

Cutting Edge

Blue Angel

2001

Canadian Shield

Blue Angel

2002

montana

Krossa Regal

2003

LS Lollipop

Millennium

2004

Elatior

Blue Angel

2005

montana

Blue Angel

1977

Abiqua Trumpet

See continuation of chart page 5

Plant

Eunice Fisher Awards
Hybridizer

2006

Sea Fire Mildred Seaver

2007

LS Cupcake

Mary Chastain

2008

Ginsu Knife

Bob Solberg

2009

Robert Frost

Lachman

2010

Fat Cat Dick Ward

2011

Van Wade

Bob Kuk

2012

Christmas Tree

Kevin Vaughn

2013

Brother Stefan

Olga Petryszyn

2014

Wolverine

James Wilkins

2015

Branching Out

Tony Avent

2016

Pure Intentions

Don Dean

2017

Cup of Grace

Douglas Beilstein

2018

Midnight Oil

Stegeman

2019

Valley's Pavlova

Jeroen Linneman

Hosta Teas
Following our successful winter ‘Hosta Breakfasts’, we
are continuing with ‘Hosta Teas’ to help us through the
summer.
What is a hosta tea? It is a planned visit to a member
garden, usually with light refreshments. The garden is
usually open for four hours between 1 pm and 5 pm,
but it’s totally up to the gardener. Members are
encouraged to visit during the afternoon, but not for the
entire four hours. Just drop in, take a look around and
enjoy light refreshments and maybe have a relax to
gossip for a bit.
Also, the most successful teas include suggestions for
other gardens or places of interest nearby as well as
possible places to eat.
Members are invited via flyer and newsletter and
reminders are sent by HOSTA FLASH. It’s just a nice
bit of socializing between meetings and a great chance
to nose around a garden.
This year we have three teas, plus an evening “Season
Opener” and Open House at Murray;s Hostas.

And thank you!

NEW EDUCATION CHAIR FOR AHS

The dates for 2022 are:

We are pleased to announce that our very own WNY
Hosta Society Vice-President, Sue Sickels, has bee
appointed EDUCATION CHAIR for the American Hosta
Society.

Friday, June 3 - ‘Wine and Whirlaway”
Evening Members Only open house

Sue has an inquisitive mind, and dives deep into
research when a question on hostas; growing, the
people behind the hybridizing, the mysteries of the
colors and analysis of pest control, occurs to her. AHS
could not have made a better selection and we look
forward to her insights.

Saturday, July 9 - HIDDEN GARDENS OF
EDEN - Marcia Sully’s garden, Eden

CONGRATULATIONS, SUE!

Saturday, June 18 - CONNIE KRUEGER
Garden - Amherst

Saturday, August 6th - WHIT’S END
GARDENS, Twilight Tea - gardens of Dave and
Barbara Whittemore - Hamburg

Garden Tools and Cleaning Care
by Joanne Tanner

There are some Garden Tools that can be worth their weight in gold.
And there are certain brands that I consider to be a “must have” that
every gardener should invest in.
I do own a pair or two of
Felco clippers, but my
personal favorite is “Joyce
Chen Red Handled Kitchen
Scissors”. These Stainless
Steel scissors that will not
rust and are strong enough
to cut chicken bones in the
kitchen. They are also great
for clipping herbs, flowers, vegetables and twigs. At 3.25” W x 6.3” L
they fit in the apron or back pocket nicely. I own 3 pair and use two
for the garden and one in the kitchen. Never need sharpening. You
can find these on Amazon.
I learned about this next item when my curiosity piqued due to the
very mention of this knife causing a shut down on Facebook. It is a
“Hori Hori Knife”. I decided last fall that I really needed to own one
of these knives when I had great difficulty digging up a large Hosta
Plantaginea that was entangled with a patch of Iris. Prior to this, I
simply used a large Kitchen knife that I kept in my Garden Bucket. It
was no help for the job and it took me forever to cut the Hosta away.
I’ve learned, “use the proper tool for the job.” This tool is a Multipurpose tool. It can accomplish a variety of tasks from cutting plant
material, digging into hard soil, weeding, pruning and planting bulbs.
40 years of gardening, why did I not own this tool before? Luckily for
Christmas, I was gifted a Hori Hori knife (thank you Barb & Marc) I
can’t wait to use my new knife
this spring. You can find these
at Amazon, Home Depot or
Lowes. I’d bet local nurseries
carry them as well.
Next on my list is an
“Ergonomic Pointed Garden
Spade.” This shovel promises
more gardening with less pain. It
has a sharp angled head making it more powerful to cut through
tough soil & gnarly roots than your typical shovel. It’s lightweight with
a fiberglass handle. It comes in a few lengths to accommodate a tall
man to an average woman. There is a vendor at Plantasia that sells
these each year for about $50. Or look for one at
www.thegrommet.com
Cleaning your Tools
As Gardeners, we tend to have investments in many Garden tools so
maintaining them to help them last longer is very important. When
you packed up the Garden for the winter, did you take time to clean
your tools? Most of us hose off our shovels and spades to clean off
dirt & debris, but do you treat them to keep the metal from rusting or
wood handles from drying out? If you’re like me, I had enough to do
rinsing out my garden containers and sheltering my mini & container

Hosta before the cold weather hit. January or February seems
as good a time as any to catch up on this task especially while
we are looking thru seed catalogs and dreaming about the
upcoming garden season.
The 1st step (if you haven’t done so already), is to thoroughly
clean all your tools with a course metal brush like the one we
use to clean the Grill. Scrape all the soil off the metal parts of
your tools. Follow up with a dry or damp rag if necessary.
Step 2- I use either steel wool or fine sandpaper to rub any
existing rust off the metal. I inspect the wood handles and sand
them with sandpaper if there are any splinters.
Step 3- Condition & protect the metal and wood. I do this by
using an oil on both the metal and the wood. There are so many
choices here on what type of oil to use from Linseed oil to motor
oil. Felco has a product called “Felco Tool Lubricant cleans &
protects 980”. The cost is about $18 on Amazon but there are
many less expensive choices. I always keep Lemon Oil on Hand
for conditioning my wood furniture and cabinets. This works just
as well for wood handled tools and coating the metal to stop
your spades and clippers from rusting. Other alternative oils are
Mink or mineral oils. Vaseline/Petroleum Jelly can also be used
for the metal parts. Wipe off any excess oil.
At Christmas time I like to use live pine branches for Decorating
both inside and outside. Sometimes my clippers get a coating of
sap that needs to be removed. I generally just use alcohol
swabs to wipe the resin away. But if you find that you’ve
forgotten and the resin has hardened, Felco has a product
called Felco 981 (also, about $18 on Amazon). It is a pump
spray foam that is biodegradable and free from PTFE silicone or
VOC Solvents.
Another idea for cleaning tools as you go, fill a bucket with sand
and mix a bottle of oil of your choice into the bucket of sand. At
the end of the day when you are finished with your shovels,
plunge them into the bucket, one at a time, into the bucket and
out several times. This will clean and condition your shovels
after each use.

AWARD WINNING HOSTAS
When trying to select a hosta for
your garden, the choices can be
overwhelming!
There are
thousands of registered hostas,
and just as many in commerce
that were not registered. You
can use the technique of
selecting based upon a theme
(food, cocktails, time of day), upon a color scheme,
or based upon a great description. But if you are
looking to add the best of the best - in performance
and appearance - a good place to begin is with
award-winning hostas.
Hostas are placed on a
ballot in three categories; Honorable Mention,
Award of Merit and Benedict Medal.
Hostas
progress through the categories until one final one
is selected as the best of the best.
The Benedict Medal is the highest Garden
Performance Award offered by The American
Hosta Society. The award is named in honor of Dr.
Herb Benedict, a pioneer in hosta hybridizing. ...
Each cultivar awarded an Award of Merit becomes
eligible to receive the Benedict Medal

Open Garden Book
If he has not already done so, Mike
Shadrack will be calling to ask you if
you are surviving the winter happily
and whether or not you would like
your garden included in the 2022
Western New York, Hosta, Daylily
and Iris Members Directory.
This a compilation of members
willing to open their garden to other
members by appointment.
It’s fun to show off
your garden and we
are grateful to all
who have already
agreed.

So look for these qualifications when shopping for
your next hosta -

“Take the adventure, heed the call…..”
As the saying goes…. They may not have
speaking of the HOOP HOUSE, but we are. The
hostas in the hoop house in West Falls will soon
be growing magnificently, but it takes work to
get them there…. Dividing, fertilizing, watering,
primping, sorting, labeling… .you name it. So
when the HOSTA FLASHES start calling for
volunteers to work - please come.
It’s
camaraderie and you’ll learn a lot.

HOSTA OF THE YEAR FOR 2022
HOSTA ‘ISLAND BREEZE’
Color - Medio-variegated
—

Size - Medium (15"ht x 30"w)
Habit - Mounding Bloom - Lavender
—

Parentage - sport of ‘Fire Island’
An improvement on its parent by virtue of its wider
green margin and thicker
substance. Emerges with a
brilliant yellow center. The
red petiole bleeds into the
base of the leaf. Dark lavender flowers in late summer.

Western NY Hosta Society
Mike Shadrack, President
8399 Zimmerman Road
Hamburg, NY 14075
H8staman@aol.com

We’re on the web
Www.wnyhosta.com

Next Meeting: February 20th
Mid-Winter Meeting

COMING SOON - THE 2022 FALL HOSTA FORUM

SUPERHEROES!
September 17, 2022
Our 25th Anniversary

SPEAKERS
Dan Heims - President of Terra Nova Nurseries
Heuchera and its Kissing Cousins
Paul Zammit - Niagara University
TBA
Tammy Borden—VP of the American Hosta Society
Designing with Hostas
David Teager - President of Delaware Valley Hosta Society
Hosta 101/Things You Should Know About Hostas
But Probably Don’t

