
Until we meet again  

Hosta la Vista 

for the show bench.  Again, more 
about the show at the February 
m eet i ng  a n d  i n  f u t u r e 
newsletters. 
 
The third activity that we are 
involved in is a little more 
personal to Kathy and me, but 
we are going to need a lot of help 
to make it work.   Elizabeth 
Licata, editor of Buffalo Spree, 
runs a huge blog for Gardeners.  
Each year for the past three 
years they have arranged a long 
weekend together to visit 
gardens and other places of 
interest.  First Austin, Texas, 
then Chicago, Illinois and now ï 
Buffalo.  Yes they are coming to 
Buffalo, July 8th to 11th.   So far 
there are 55 of them but more 
are signing up each day.  Go to 
buffa10 .blogspot.com for more 
information. 
 
Ages ago we invited these folks 
to visit our garden and said we 
would treat them to an English 
Cream Tea.  We thought there 
would be about 20 takers.  Help, 
we are already in a blue fit.  We 
really would like some help, in 
the garden in the weeks before 
they come, building even more 
stone walls before that so that we 
can finish the other garden we 
have planned and helping to 
make tea and serve scones on 
the day.  They wonôt be with us 
for very long and we can promise 
a fine sundowner on the deck 
when they have left. 
 

Mike Shadrack 
 

Exciting times ahead.  
 
By the time this newsletter reaches 
all the corners of Western New York 
and parts of the hosta world 
beyond, many readers will already 
know of the National Buffalo 
Garden Festival.   To others it will 
be exciting news. 
 
Yes, during the summer of 2010 
Buffalo is to have a six week long 
National Garden Festival and we 
are going to be a part if it.    The 
Festival is to be led by the Buffalo 
Convention and Visitors Bureau and 
is designed to keep up the 
momentum created by the 
extremely successful 2009 Garden 
Walk Buffalo which received 
positive national publicity and lots of 
good copy in garden magazines 
and newspapers.  Add to this the 
enthusiasm created by the recent 
visit to Buffalo West Side by the 
óExtreme Makeoverô television 
program and we have a local flame 
that folks want to keep alight. 
 
Our own Sally Cunningham has 
been appointed the Festival 
Coordinator and whilst some of the 
festival content will depend on a 
successful grant application many 
green activities are planned and 
many folks are included.  Kathy and 
I are on the organizing committee 
órepresentingô plant societies and 
we are already spreading the word 
and widening the net.  Whilst the 
Garden Walk Buffalo is to be the 
central feature of the Festival there 
will be many other highlights and 
activities to fill much of the six 
weeks. 
 
The Western New York Hosta 
Society will be involved in three of 

t h e  p l a n n e d 
activities and there 
are likely to be 
more. 
 
We showed them 
our Open Gardens 
book and they 
thought it was 
wonderful.  The 
Festival is to have its own Open 
Garden Book based on our idea 
but much larger and with major 
differences.   The entries will be 
similar but the garden addresses 
will be given and the day or days 
when they will be open to visitors.  
I suspect they will be listed in 
date, rather than geographical 
order. There are many local 
garden Walks happening during 
the summer not just the big one in 
Buffalo.  East Aurora, Hamburg 
and Lewiston are but three 
examples.  They and local garden 
societies, including the hosta 
people, will be asked to contact 
their members and organize the 
entries.  I will talk to you about 
this at the February meeting. 
 
On Sunday 11th July our Society 
is co-hosting a flower show with 
the Iris Society.  Yes, a flower 
show!  We are to exhibit hosta 
blooms under experimental rules 
that Carolyn and Ran have been 
working on for years. 
 
The Show will be held at Galleyôs 
Nursery on Clinton and will 
include containerized hosta as 
well.  This show will be the major 
Festival event that day and will 
get masses of free publicity so we 
need to do our very best.  Carolyn 
has included in this newsletter an 
article on preparing hosta blooms 
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Please donate a door prize -- garden related item (plants, tools, 
crafts & do-dads, certificates), suggested value $20.00.  Increase 
your chances of winning! 
 
Here are some contacts for accommodations in/near Piqua, Ohio with 
approximate costs.  
 
Comfort Inn Piqua   ($80+ with breakfast) 
987 E. Ash St. 
Piqua OH   45356 
(937)778-8100 
 
La Quinta Inn Piqua  ($90+ breakfast possible) 
950 East Ash Street 
Piqua, OH 45356 
(937)615-0149 
 
Red Carpet Inn Piqua  ($40+) 
9060 Country Club Road 
Piqua, OH 45356 
(937) 773-6275 
 
Fairfield Inn & Suites  ($80+ with breakfast) 
83 Troy Town Drive 
Troy,OH 45373 (10 miles from Piqua) 
(937) 332-1446 
marriott.com 
 

The NEXT Adventure 

Hosta College  
 

As the snow piles up and the winter winds howl, it is time for gardeners 
to do two traditional things to help us cope as we wait for the glories of 
spring: peruse our seed and plant catalogues and make our plans for 
 

Hosta College scheduled for March 19 ð 20 2010 
 

The Great Lakes Region Board has been working to make this another 

fun and educational weekend, with over 45 teachers presenting classes 

on Saturday.  Classes will be followed by a banquet and after dinner 

presentation by Mark Zilis, hosta hybridizer and author of a new book 

packed with photos (1900) and descriptions (7400), óThe Hostapediaô    

Mark will have copies for sale and signing during the day at Hosta 

College. 

 

Of course, regulars will know that the fun begins on Friday evening at 

6.00pm when registration opens with vending and auctions and the joy 

of meeting friends not seen since last season. 

 

Basic registration fees remain the same as last year : $40.00 for 

members of a GLR member Society and $55.00 for non-members.  

Registration will open in February.  Be sure to check the web site for the 

exact dates and class schedules. 
 

http://ihostahio.org/Portal/glhc 

 
Note:  Clinic II will be offered  

A Day in the Lifeéé. 
 
Our monthly breakfast meetings have so far been 
both successful and enjoyable.  Between twelve and 
twenty of us have met together in the Garden View 
restaurant in West Seneca on the first Saturday of 
the month.    Attendance has probably been 
boosted by cleverly putting the wrong RSVP 
address in the first Hosta Flash and having to repeat 
it later. 
  
Whilst the arrangements at the restaurant are not 
perfect we have enjoyed noisy conversation, eggs 
sunny side up and looking at our drag and 
brags.  We have seen and talked about plant labels, 
catalogues, seed trays,vases and books.  I am sure 
than Ran will eventually piece by piece transport the 
entire Eagle Bay Gardens to the table. 
  
At the second meeting I arrived desperate to use 
the bathroom and after half a dozen quick greetings 
I hurried there divesting myself of my heavy 
waterproof wax jacket as I went.  I entered the 
facility and in my haste flung my jacket onto the sink 
and made for the porcelain.  Unfortunately the 
presence of my jacket broke the beam that 
automatically turned on the 
faucet.  Water flowed and by the 
time I had realized what was 
happening my pocket was full of 
water.  I mean full - it was a 
waterproof jacket.  Luckily though it 
was the pocket containing the cell 
phone and not the pocket containing 
the camera. 

Ran at breakfast with the mysterious 

package delivered by aliensé.. 

http://ihostahio.org/Portal/glhc
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The next meeting  

of the WNY Hosta Society is the 

Valentines Meeting  
 

Sunday, February 14th ð1:30-4:30 

East Aurora Senior Center 
101 King Street - East Aurora 14052 

 

(Route 400 to Maple exitðright.  Maple to the end, left onto 

Main, then second rightðS. Groveðpast the Roycroft to the 

stop sign, then left on Oakwood.  Senior Center will be on your 

right next to the fire hallé. Park behindðNOT IN PLAZA).  
 

Doors open at 1:30 -  

Program commences at 2 pm 

 

PROGRAM 

Rare & Unusual Hostas  

Youôll (Probably) Never See 
 

Wellé thatôs how itôs billed, but there will be  

Some perhaps, that you can find 
if you look in all the catalogsé. 

 

ANYWAYé. 

Bring your wish list  

 

 
 

Plus 

Beginners corner/òBò Movie 
óGardens in the Mojave Desertô 

With our own 

Ran Lydell 

 

Short business meeting  

& review of 2010 calendar 
 

PLUS 
 

Raffles, door prizes, SEEDS - Bring and Buy table, 

refreshments and the usual fun and frivolity 
 

Be there or Be Square 

This meeting will be a fabulous oneé. Not only will be have 

our usual TWO BLOCKBUSTER PROGRAMS, but we have 

also gone to the far corners of the hosta kingdom for choice 

HOSTA SEEDS that we will be offering for sale (itôs that time 

of year folks). 

 

We will be having our popular BRING AND BUY table where 

anyone may bring what they have - new or gently used and 

garden-related for sale.   

 

We have it on good authority that MIKE SHADRACKôS new 

bookðThe New Encyclopedia of Hostas (published within the 

month) will be available for sale and the author may even sign 

them. 

 

But waité. Thereôs more 

 

Your Board has put together a STUNNING Valentineõs Day 

Basket of goodies that ANY sweetie would be happy to re-

ceive.  Raffle tickets will be on sale at the meeting, guaran-

teed to make you a St. Valentineôs Day HERO/HEROINE. 

SAVE THE DATE 

Membersõ Meeting 

Sunday, April 18th 

 

We have provisionally booked 

Hosta writer and hybridizer 

 

RICK GOODENOUGH  

All the way from Massachusetts 

 

To speak to us on 

 

Hosta Hybridizing  

Art or Science?  

 

A very special meetingé.  

Donôt schedule any weddings, surgeries or vacations 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.starpulse.com/Photos/Previews/SpongeBob-SquarePants-p35.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.starpulse.com/Television/SpongeBob_SquarePants/gallery/SpongeBob-SquarePants-p35/&usg=__KXpGYYe4pZAyaPwnOwEQ5qw4nL4=&h=6


PRELIMINARY 

2010 Calendar 
 
Weôve spent some time looking at the calendar alreadyé  

all these dates are subject to change, but we thought 

youôd like a peeké. 

 

 

Sunday February 14th  Membersô Meeting,  

    East Aurora Senior Center 

    RARE HOSTAS 

 

Saturday March 20th  Hosta College, Piqua, Ohio 

 

Sunday April 18th   Membersô Meeting,  

    East Aurora Senior Center 

    RICK GOODENOUGH 

 

Saturday May 1st   Membersô Hoop House  

    Hosta Sale 

 

June 24th ï 26th   AHS National Convention,  

    Minneapolis, MN 

 

August 8th   Membersô  Picnic 

    Eagle Bay Hosta Garden 

 

Saturday August 21st  Public Hosta Sale 

 

 

Saturday September 4th  Cross Pollination  

    Pot Luck Picnic 

 

Saturday September 18th   Fall Hosta Forum,  

    Cambridge Springs, PA 

    ITôS A SMALL WORLD 

 

Sunday November 14th  Membersô Meeting,  

    East Aurora Senior Center 
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FEBRUARY MEETING 
 

We need the following for the February meeting: 
 

Volunteers to bring desserts/refreshments - 
We like to keep the coffee and soda available at our 
meetings along with cookies and more.  If you are able to 
bring something along to add to the hostitality table 
please call Dolores Galbo at 693-0376 or e-mail at 
<dgalbo@localnet.com> 

 

Door prizes 

We like to keep our meetings interestingé  if you have something 

we can offer for a door prize, bring it along 

 

YOUé. 

Make sure you comeðand bring a friend! 

HOLD THE DATE 

 

A Very Special    

Fall Hosta Forum  

 

Saturday 18 th September 2010  
The Riverside Inn, Cambridge Springs, PA 

 

Ej{i W OcWbb SehbZ* =\j[h =bb 
Focusing on the OTHER side of the scale 

Additional Friday Night dinner and entertainment. 
 

Registration :  

$35 WNY/WPA members - $40 non-members 

plus  a donation valued at $10.00 (at least) for the auction 

 

Contact:  Mike Shadrack @ h8staman@aol.com or  

(716) 941-6167 for brochure 

 

Speakers, Fun, Vendors, Auction, Chinese Auction, 

Laughter, Good Food 

mailto:h8staman@aol.com


SUGGESTED INTRUCTIONS  
FOR EXHIBITING HOSTA BLOOM SCAPES   

Carolyn Schaffner WNYHS  
 
SELECTING 
Review the scapes a week or so before the show: 
 

Identify the registered names of the cultivars, refer to Schmid, Zilis, 
Grenfell/Shadrack,  
 

Choose sturdy, characteristic scapes,  
 

Identify typical height and growth pattern 
 

Choose scapes with minimal insect damage, mature, in prime bloom 
period, with at least one bud to open to a pristine, typical bloom the day 
of the show. Cut close to crown  
 

Final inspection for typicality, size, form, uniformity, color, texture and 
substance.  
 
GROOMING  
Supplies, Small sharp knife or razor blade, manicure scissors, cotton 
swabs or fine-haired artistsô brush.  Exhibit cards, pencil/pen, return 
address stickers  
 

Grooming for the show (Grooming can be done at home, at the show or 
both places) 
 

Remove spent blooms and pedicle (structure remaining after the flower 
has dropped) leaving an inconspicuous scar and the bract. 
 

Remove foreign objects (spider webs, dirt) 
 

Wipe off fingerprints, spray, dust (being careful to leave the glaucous 
coating on the scape, if it exists) and spent blooms stuck to the scape. 
 

Cut off brown tips of bract (to a point, not squared, following the natural 
contour)  
 

Cut the base of the scape and place in warm (room temperature -not 
cold) water. 
 

Place in vase (tube placed in base holder) add water 
 

Use a wedge (paper towel, cotton, foam pipe insulation) to hold the 
scape in the position in which it grows.  
 
Remember that the portion above the lip of the vase is judged 
 
Attach a completed exhibit card 
 
Give the exhibit to Classification table 
 
TRANSPORTING (from the Daylily Judges Handbook) 
A carrier can be constructed of plywood and PVC pipe. Three-quarter 
or half-inch thick plywood sheets from 18ò X 24ò to 24ò X 48ò can be  
bored with 3/4ô diameter holes into which lengths of 3/4ò PVC pipe are 
tightly inserted. PVC caps or corks can be attached to the bottom of the 
pipe sections so that they will retain water. The pipe sections can be 
eight to twelve inches tall to accommodate varying heights of scapes. 
Up to two dozen scapes per sheet can be carried by staggering the 
pipe sections on about 8ò centers. By gluing Styrofoam to the plywood 
base, individual blooms in water picks can be placed between the 
pipes. 

 
It may be best to use florist tape or masking tape to secure each scape 
to its container to prevent as much rotation and movement as possible 
(Rubbing may wear away the glaucous coating).  Wedges of paper, 
cotton or foam rubber in the mouth of the container can also be used, 
but care must be taken not to scar the scapes. 
 
Buckets or plastic trash cans also make good containers for transporting 
masses of blooms.  Warm, damp sand can be placed in the bottom both 
to secure the scape and to give the container the necessary weight to 
remain upright.  Scapes can be taped to the sicde of the can or a wire 
mesh can be fitted into or over the bucket to provide the necessary 
stability and spacing. 
 
Even the slightest vibration over a period of time can cause damage to 
blooms if they strike other blooms, buds or scapes. 
 
Blooms should not be placed in a car trunk.  Even if they appear normal, 
the heat build up will generally be very detrimental to the blooms before 
exhibiting. 
 
COMPLETING THE SHOW ENTRY TAG 
 
In advance of the Show, fill out as much of the data as possible -  the 
cultivar name, and your name and address, with a return address sticker 
to save time.  The Show Schedule should be available for identifying the 
division, section and class into which the entry will be placed.  The 
Classification Committee will not fill out show tags or identify unknown 
cultivars. 
 
Once the tag is completed, it should be folded in such a way that only 
the cultivar name and placement information can be seen. 
 
Attach the tag to the exhibit using a rubber band or unbent paper clip. 
 
VOILAéé   
 
 

 

June 18-July 25th 

Be a Part of It!! 


