
Until we meet again  

Hosta la Vista 

S 
pring is here.  The óBeauty and the Beastô  
I call it.  The snow begins to disappear to 
reveal the beauty of spring bulbs, grass 
turning green and hellebores struggling to 

flower while at the same time revealing the beastly 
havoc that has been caused by voles, rabbits and 
the chipmunk brigade.   
 
The snow was slow to go this year so thankfully 
there were no floods in our part of the world.  But, 
the snow season soon turns to mud season and 
everything looks such a mess.  Tire tracks across 
the gravel, boot prints on the deck and enough mud 
on the garage floor to plant potatoes.  The retreating snow 
seemed to leave a mess everywhere.  Where did all that 
roadside litter come from?  And isnôt it ironic that after surviving 
a long winter in nests and holes small creatures venture out in 
spring only to be mowed down by a truck on the 219? Time for 
the Adopt a Highway Grandma Veterans of Family Wars to get 
out there and clear it up.   
 
Our troubles started here before the snow had even left. Not one 
but two large boughs fell from trees across the deer fence and Oh 
Deer, Yes Deer and Too Deer got into the gardens.   Luckily there 
was not much showing but our small trees, shrubs and 
evergreens got pruned and some iris and daylilies eaten. 
 
Gradually the snow retreated to reveal spring.  First up were the 
snowdrops.   It is amazing just how quickly they green and grow 
as soon as the snow leaves their little patch of paradise.  I wish I 
had raked the fallen leaves away in the fall.  The snowdrops are 
easily strong enough to fight their way through but they look so 
silly wearing leafy hats as the flowers struggle to open.  Then 
there were a few hellebores trying to replace the tatty remains of 
last year with new growth and muted flowers.  Daffodils are also 
showing themselves but have yet to produce fat buds let alone 
bright flowers. 
 
Just as the snow left us there was a bright morning with a very 
heavy frost.   I needed to do some yard work I discovered 
something new.  Well it was new to me.   I realized that the carpet 
of leaves covering my hosta patch were frozen together into a mat 
that could be folded over and removed just like a bed sheet.  I had 
to be careful that no plant labels were taken with it but it was 
certainly much cleaner and easier than raking up the dead leaves 
on a warm day. 
Sadly as the majority of the snow left us we could see the 
devastation wrought by vermin.  This is the first year that we have 
had this problem here and it is heartbreaking.  The bark has been 

nibbled away from many of our ornamental trees.  New Japanese 
maples have been stripped and are very unlikely to survive.  We put 
aluminum foil around the lower portions of the trunks of small trees 
and shrubs we had in pots but neglected to do the same in the 
garden.   óFoiled againô as Kathy said. 
 
Something small has eaten many of Kathyôs lilies, iris and hosta.  
Their holes, tracks and tunnels are everywhere.    No doubt they 
have been over wintering in the stonewalls.  It has been an absolutely 
beastly time and I know that there are other Society members 
suffering similar fates. We need to do something about this next 
winter or there will be no garden left. 
 
But the ferns and hostas will soon be in full leaf, daylilies and iris will 

struggle up, the shrubs and trees will leaf out and the spring flowers will 
present themselves.  If this gardening game was easy they would all be 
doing it and after some more hard work we will have the quiet 
satisfaction of a job well done and the urge to show off our yards in our 
Open Garden book. 
 
Help is at hand.  One of the three attractions that we will have at our 
April meeting will be John Smeadôs first look at ñParty Crashersò ï those 
critters and vermin that sometimes invade our gardens and yards and 
cause their own form of havoc.  John begins with the Eastern Star 
Nosed Mole.  Although you have probably never actually seen one, John 
contends that this is the creature that both causes a major problem and 
allows other uninvited guests to enter your yard and enjoy your carefully 
prepared smorgasbord.  
 
And there is more!  Carolyn Schaffner will talk to us about preparing for 
the óBloominô Hosta Show at Galleyôs Greenhouses on 11th July.  
Although that date seems far away, this is Carolynôs only opportunity to 
talk to members personally and answer questions about this important 
up-coming event.  We are holding the first ever AHS accredited Hosta 
Bloom Show under rules that Carolyn has been working on for the last 
two years.  Another ófirstô for the WNYHS.  Please be a part of it. 
 
Our main speaker at our April meeting will be Rick Goodenough who is 
being óKindenoughô to come all the way from Massachusetts.  We have 
heard very good reports about his program from other Societies and if it 
is Goodenough for them it will be very special for us.  Rick is not only a 
wonderful hybridizer but also a photographer of repute and I know that 
we are in for a treat. 
 
We hope to see you all at our April membersô meeting.  We have worked 
hard to put on a good show for you. 
                 
 

Mike 

April ô10 
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AN INTRODUCTION  
TO EXHIBITING AND JUDGING HOSTA BLOOMS  

Carolyn Schaffner ï Master Judge  
 

Hosta Cultivar   
Bloom / Inflorescence  

 
An inflorescence is the complete arrangement of flowers and flowering 
parts on a stem.   
 
The scape with flowers will be exhibited in a vase provided by the Show 
Committee.  
 
One leaf of the plant from which the bloom is cut may be shown, but is 
not judged, with the corresponding bloom, in water in a show vase, or 
laid on the table, adjacent to and behind the bloom exhibit. 
 
Judging is of the entire display exhibited above the vase opening for its 
entire aesthetic attractiveness.  
This includes: 
Å Flowers (unopened, opened and spent)    
Å bracts    
Å flower buds    
Å seedpods    
Å scape foliation and posture 

    Å the stem itself. 
 

Judging for Hosta Blooms is based on Cultural Perfection: 
 

FLOWER  
 
Color - The flowerôs color should be clear with no discoloration, bright 
and pure. Occasional splotches and patches of untypical color will 
sometimes occur in the petals due to weather vagaries or virus. In such 
cases, the entry will score no points for color.  Judges must be 
especially cognizant of the color of the bloom typical of the cultivar. 
 

Form - The exhibit of flowers and buds must be true to the cultivar, well 
spaced, and not crowded. The placement of buds on the stem should 
allow the flowers to open to their best advantage. 
 

Floriferousness ð Refers to the number of flowers typical of a given 
cultivar.  A desirable scape will have enough buds to ensure blooms 
during the three or so weeks of its blooming period.  Sparsely flowered 
scapes would score lower than those with a larger number of flowers. 
 

Substance - Substance should be pleasing and sufficient to support 
good flower form, overall freshness, and resistance to environmental 
damage.  Typical terms used to describe the flower substance are 
strong, firm, and crisp. 
 

SCAPE 
 
Typicality -All components on the scape should be typical of the 
cultivar.  Scape length, bracts, flower buds, seedpods and/or 
inflorescence leaves should be considered in judging the scape.  
 

Color - Color should be uniform and clear. 
 

Position in Container - Scape should be placed in the container as it 
grows from the plant clump; i.e., straight, oblique (inclined or bending) or 
prostrate (near horizontal). 

 

EXHIBIT CONDITION AND GROOMING 
 
The scape that is displayed is judged in its entirety. 
Specimen cleanliness is important.  
Any flowers that appear on the specimen stalk must show no signs of 
aging either from natural processes or environment.   
Bracts or scapes should be free from major holes, damage or other 
large flaws.  
Spent blooms and pedicle (structure remaining after the flower has 
dropped) should be removed, leaving an inconspicuous scar and the 
bract. 
Remove foreign objects: spider webs, dirt, along with fingerprints, 
spray, dust (being careful to leave the glaucous coating on the scape, 
if it exists) and spent blooms stuck to the scape.  
Brown tips of bract should be removed (to a point, not squared, 
following the natural contour)  
The total inflorescent beauty and perfection ï the total aesthetics ï 
should be the prime considerations. 

 
Hosta Blooms Sections (Flower shape) 

Section I  
Funnel Shape 
Section II  
Bell Shape 
Section III  
Spider Shape 
Section IV  
Closed 
Section V  
Double or Hose-in-hose 

 
    Classes (Color) 
 Class 1 White or Whitish 
 Class 2 Purple (pink toned) 
 Class 3 Lavender (blue toned) 
 Class 4 Patterned 
 Class 5 Other 
 
      Hosta Inflorescence Point Scales 

A)     Cultural Perfection  --  (80)           
1) Flower  (60)              

Color      20                  
      Form      20                   

Floriferousness      15                   
Substance & texture   5           

2) Scape ( including  
Scape Foliation, Bracts) (20)                   
 Typicality      10                   
 Color           5                    

Position in container    5 
B) Condition and Grooming  (20) 
 
TOTAL: 100 points 

 
 

Gp³o pda @hkkiej³ 
Hosta Show! 
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GARDEN GLOVES 
 

Want Gloves? 
Special spring offer 

Two Pairs of our wonderful  
Atlas gardening gloves 

 
Only $7.00.  

 
 

Get them at the meeting. 
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The next meeting  

of the WNY Hosta Society is the 

pring eeting 

 

Sunday, April 18thð1:30-4:00 

East Aurora Senior Center 
101 King StreetðEast Aurora 14052 

 

(Route 400 to Maple exitðright.  Maple to the end, left onto Main, then second 

rightðS. Groveðpast the Roycroft to the stop sign, then left on Oakwood.  

Senior Center will be on your right next to the fire hallé. Park behindðNOT 

IN PLAZA). 

Doors open at 1:30 

Program commences at 2 pm 

 

PROGRAM 
HOSTA HYBRIDIZING - Art or Science?  

Rick Goodenough 

Hosta hybridizer and photographer 

 

B Movie  

John Smead - Party Crashers 

Moles, voles and other uninvited guests 

 

But wait, thereôs MORE!! 

Carolyn Schaffner 

Getting Ready for the Bloominô Hosta Show 

 

Short business meeting  

& review of 2010 calendar 

 

Plus 
 

Door prizes, new hostas, bring and buy, 

drag and brag, hostatality 

Fun and Frolic 

Spring is almost here 

 

 

THE PROGRAM 
 
 

Rick Goodenough, all the way from Marshfield, 
Massachusetts, Rick is the winner of the second 
annual AHS Best New Author Award. The award 
honors an author who began writing for The 
Hosta Journal within the last three years. Rick 
has two published articles in recent issues of 
The Journal (Volume 40, No.3), they are "Hosta 
'Sum and Substance' and Three of its Lookalike 
Sports" and "Hostas Set in Stone". 
 
Rick is also the hybridizer of such fabulous 
hostas as H. óScreaming Yellow Zonkersô.  Youôll 
enjoy this very special programé.   
 
 
 
If that were not enough our B Movie by John 
Smead will talk about uninvited garden guests - 
such as the Eastern Star Nosed Mole, which is 
one of those ñenablersò for other nasty 
creatures.  We will be enlightened. 
 
And speaking of enlightenmenté we are on the 
cutting edge of the  newest type of hosta show - 
hosta BLOOMS.  Our own Carolyn Schaffner  
will describe how to go about showing blooms 
and how these blooms will be judged.  We are 
one of the first! 

Be there.  



PRELIMINARY 

2010 Calendar 
 

Weôve spent some time looking at the calendar 

alreadyé  all these dates are subject to change, but itôs 

going to be a BUSY year!! 

 

 

Sunday April 18th - Spring Meeting 

Speaker:  Rick Goodenough 

B-Movie:  Party Crashers - John Smead 

Bloominô Hosta Show - Carolyn Schaffner  

  

Saturday May 1st  Membersô Hosta Sale 

Hoop House 

 

June 24th ð 26th AHS National Convention, 

Minneapolis, MN 

 

July 11 - Bloominõ Hosta Show 

With Iris and Daylily Societies - Galleyôs Nursery 

 

August 8th - Membersõ  Picnic 

Eagle Bay Hosta Garden 

 

Saturday August 21st - Public Hosta Sale 

Harvey D Morin VFW - Center Road, W. Seneca 

 

Saturday September 4th - Cross Pollination Potluck Picnic 

Stately Shadrack Estates 

     

Saturday September 18th  - Fall Hosta Forum,  

ITôS A SMALL WORLD AFTER ALL 

BOB SOLBERG, KEYNOTE SPEAKER  

   

Sunday November 14th - Membersõ Meeting,  

East Aurora Senior Center 

 

 
And donôt forget OPEN GARDENS, the BUFFALO GARDEN FESTIVAL 

and all the other green activities that occur during our too short  

seasoné  weôll try to keep you up to date (especially with e-mail blasts) 
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PRIL EETING
 

We need the following for the  

April meeting: 
 

Volunteers to bring desserts/refreshments - 

Please call:  Dolores: (693-0376) 

 

Door prizes 

We like to keep our meetings interestingé  if you have 

something we can offer for a door prize, bring it along 

 

YOUé. 

Make sure you comeðand bring a friend! 

Hoop House sale 
 

Hoop House Sale ï Hurry while stocks last 
 
Thanks to some shrewd planning by the Board, the 
generosity of Hilltop Farms and sheer hard work by 
Dolores, Ann and Maurice the hoop house is full to 
bursting with potted hostas. 
 
We feel that we may even have too many and so 
we are holding a ... 
 

Hoop House Sale  

Saturday 1st May 
9am to 12 noon only 

Mystic Meadows Daylily Farm 
5362 Merlau Road, South Wales, NY 
by kind permission of Pam Hoffman  

 
The rules, there has to be rules!  Members 
ONLY.Twelve plants maximum per member.   Real 

money, no hosta bucks.  The management 
reserves the right to withhold some of the hosta for 
future sales. 
 
Also available are a few Hosta óStrip Pokerô, 
WNYHSôs very own plant, at $25.00 each, on a first 
come, first served basis. (one per family 
membership) 
 

Hurry while stocks last 
 
Please note.  Park carefully and quietly in the road.  
There is to be no parking in Pamôs driveway.  

Scott will be there with traffic tickets and his Taser.   
 

You have been warned  



The Daffodil and Hosta Society of Western Pennsylvania  

and The Western New York Hosta Society 
 

~present~ 
 

A Very Special   Fall Hosta Forum  
 

Ej{i W OcWbb SehbZ* =\j[h =bb 
Focusing on the OTHER side of the scale 

 

 

Holy Sh#@t!! 
 
 
 

Want Sh#@t?  Good Sh@#t.  Old Sh#@t 
We know where to get really good horsesh@#t. 

This is the Merlot of horsesh%$t.   
You have been lusting for to it all your life... 

It comes by the cruiser load or in simple 25 pound bags 
25lb  bags  at  $2.75 each or 4 for $10.00 

A full load of horsesh@#t, thatôs forty 25 lb bags - $95.00 
Half a load, twenty bags - $55.00 

Delivered free (within a 20 mile radius of Marilla) 
There is other cool stuff too 

Manure tea, traffic tickets, deer repellant, tasers and cuffs 

Call Marillaôs Merlot of Manure 
(716) 652 ï 7339 to get the POOP. 

ORGANIC FERTILIZER 
COMPOSTED SHEEP MANURE 

40# for $3.50    
Quantity discounts over 500# 

  
This manure has been COMPOSTED FOR 2 YEARS.  It is the 
home of Redworms (Eisenia foetida).  Redworms can eat at least 
their own weight of organic matter in a day.  They breed very quickly 
in the right conditions.  Pathogenic organisms are destroyed in their 
gut and at the same time they produce beneficial microorganisms. 
  
Worm casts contain 5 times more nitrogen, seven times more phos-
phorus, and 11 times more potassium than ordinary soil.  They con-
tain plant growth factors similar to those found in seaweed. 
  
One year old manure with higher percentage of worms also avail-
able.  Less decomposition but both are ODORLESS.  These are the 
worms of choice to start your own indoor composter or to add to 
your compost  bin outside. 
  
Carol Abendschein 

Mapleridge Farm:   

Mapleridge@roadrunner.com     

or  716-681-4931 

Get Creative.  
 
In addition to showing hosta flowers at our ñBloominô Hosta Showò in 
July there will be three classes for container grown hosta.  A single 
hosta in a pot or container, a group of hostas in a pot or container 
and trough gardens.  So get your thinking caps on and plant up 
some containers and troughs in early spring.  That way they will 
look good and mature in July and we will be able to put on a fine 
show for the public who visit. 

 

Saturday 18 th September 2010  

The Riverside Inn, Cambridge Springs, PA 

FEATURED SPEAKER:  BOB SOLBERG  
4 speakers - lunch included  

 

Additional Friday Night dinner and entertainment . 

Registration : $45 WNY/WPA members - $50 non-

members 

Contact:  Mike Shadrack @ h8staman@aol.com or (716) 

941-6167 for brochure & application 

Speakers, Fun, Vendors, Auction, Chinese Auction, 

Laughter, Good Food 

mailto:bags@$2.75
mailto:Mapleridge@adelphia.net

