Hosta la Vista ¢

April 609 Until we meet again
istakes, as the popular
song goes. i Mi of the small hostas and made them look awful.
made a few, too few to

mention. 0 We |
until a couple of years ago. Now | seem
to have made so many that | might just A
have to mention some them.

Most of you know that when Kathy and |
moved into this wonderful property it was
virgin territory as far as gardening went.
There were a few square yards of sunlit

soi |, just enough for
daylilies. The rest was wonderful shade for my
hostas. We quickly planned five ambitious and

separate gardens and in the style of Vita Sackville-
West and Harold Nicolson | got on with the digging
and moving the rocks around while Kathy tended
her pots.

One planned garden was a small affair intended
just for small and mini hostas. It was to be in a
gently sloping area between the front of the house
and the creek. | planned several raised beds and
features and set it out with fallen branches. |
cleared the space for the bed at the top of the
slope. It was all down hill from then. | took of the
half inch of topsoil, cleared some of the tree roots,
put in a layer of sharp gravel and laid weed matting
on top. On a bed a small limestone chippings |
built a beautiful retaining wall of river stones and
back filled with a little topsoil and truck loads of
composted leaves from the Town compost farm. |
then began the process of building the second
raised bed that was to be larger and shallower.
Come spring | was ready to plant hostas in the top
bed and the lower one was almost finished.

That 6s when my troubl es
mistakes. Let me mention a few.

The composted leaves that | used as the planting
medium are so fine it is compacting to wet concrete
and draining very badly. | should have mixed it
with top soil, gravel, stable manure and other
fiborous matter to loosen it and make drainage
better.

The top layer of this compost did dry out and turned to
powder. When it rained it splashed up onto the leaves
These
mud splattered leaves cannot photosynthesize and
therefore the hostas cannot grow.
mulched.

| should have

Whilst the gravel | put in the bottom of the bed helped
the drainage, the weed matting | put on top of it
slowed it down considerably. Excess water found it
easier to exit the raised bed through the rock wall on
the lower side. In turn this meant that the path there
became a quagmire. | should have made holes in the
matting at the lowest point.

The weight of the sodden compost was so heavy that as
gravity took over and it started to slide down the slope it
began to push over the lower walls. | have re-built them
once and need to do it again. | should have used bigger
rocks and leant them backwards as | built them up.

Those limestone chippings under the wall are so small
that they move south with the pressure of the water and
compost moving down the hill. | should have used a
grade of larger round stones that are in fact cheaper by
the ton than the chippings.

| failed to clear away the fallen leaves as winter came.
In the spring the emerging hosta leaves were vigorous
enough to force their way through, sometimes through
the middle of an actual fallen leaf, but this left them
twisted and unsightly. | should have raked off those
fallen leaves in the fall.

No one told me that every spring the whole area would
be covered with thousands of maple seedlings. These
have to be laboriously individually pulled before they get
too big. | should have chopped down the maple trees.

And then as the final straw, as the snows melted and the
rains came, a spring erupted in the center of the side
path and as it erodes away fallen leaves and top soil a
second creek is slowly being formed. | should have built
that darn garden somewhere else!!

But then, mistakes are OK just so long as you learn by

Mike

them.



The theme BOSTA ARE A SAFARbw us your take on that
idea--make a floral design with these rules.

HEY, WE HAVE A BARN, N\
LETOS PUT ON '

E

P

Have you ever exhibited leaves in a HoSti
Show?Your opportunity is close at hand!
Preparing your exhibit of Hosta Leaves and Blooms is not diffic
much of the work can be done at home.

Division VBArtistic Design THEME: HOSTA ARE A SAFARI

EHf‘lé‘@esign must enhance Hosta leaves by dominating the
design.Some dried and/or treated plant materials are pomitted.

. . . artificial flowers, fruit, or foliage may b&€ostilved flowers made
Come to our meeting on April 26 and Carolyn will go over the bﬁgt{:n hosta leaves are permit?ed. y

steps of getting your leaves and yourselves ready for the Show.

. , An exhibitor may enter one entry per class. Plant material need no
You can take entry tags and tally sheets away with you to co

home before show day. You will find that using those free maili g?%%

we all have from animal help you save time because your name an

address need to be written on each exhibit card twice. Call DOléDBI%Sg i

6930376 if more tags are needed!

the exhibitor but the design work must be the work of the

ng for all classes wildl l
covered with white tablecloths. Backgroundcislteidevalls.

. , . Overlays and accessories are permitted but should not exceed
* Take a look at your list and photos of last year's Hosta in your, ons set in the class rlikEs Artistic Design committee

and list all 'possible’ leaf names on the tally sheet. If, at the last iitte s the right to move an entry to improve spacing if the exhibi
you decide one or two cultivars will not be shown, then you can;sifpailable to do so.

put a line through that name on your list.

Preregistration is required. Exhibitors are requested to register thei

* Download and print the Classification List from HOSTA.ORG {g\W$€4% advance by June 6, 2009, with the Design Chair, Janice
fill out the entry tags. Follow the instructions discussed at the Apfih28, At 748775859 ’ ’ '

meeting.

The Design Chair will provide additional class definitions and

* The more you can do at home, the easier is will be the morni ents, and exhibition instructions upon registration.

Show, where many members will be present to help you. The best time
to arrive at Menne's Nursery is near 7:30 AM. Coffee and donu&é/giél It\‘?\/HERE THE WILD THING
provided.

A Floor Design incorporating wildlife

HOSTA SHOW round pedestal a al l
JUNE 20, 2009
Class Il WITHIN OUR DESERT
The HOSTA SHOW to be held at MENNE'S NURSERY 3100 NiAdgaAAN
Falls Blvd, Tonawanda, NY on Saturday June 20, 2009. Your Hagtéoral Design evoking adventure and
Show Committee has been hard at work movement, withionalengtahieace of 2

Carolyn Schaffner will talk about AHS HOSTA SHOW new rule
exhibiting Hosta Blooms (a Western New York Hosta Society in)_\}[ i\iﬁ“ g;g?lewl}'; ':‘C)Tm-;ﬂsezﬁilrsn sterv. with a place setting for
and will demonstrate HOW TO FILL OUT THE EXHIBIT CARD! : tg o y ry,2 o s P A g
Everyone is welcome to show their Hosta Cut Leaves and Host3 Bidomg"' ! lha space 0 o
at the Show.

AND HERE ARE THE NEW WNYHS SHOW AWARDS:

The Show Committee

SWEEPSTAKE& the most Blue Ribbons by an extiiifitor

CLERKS, TABULATION, AWARDISres Galbo certificate from Menneds Nur s«
SET UP, TAKE DOWMarie and Bruce Herman and Tom Koscielniak

PLACEMENMarge Jasinski, Lee Frey and Brian Legg RAN LYDELL BEST BLOOM IN THE SHOW gaxRbe may
CLASSIFICATIORan Lydell and Kevin Plumley be awarded by vote among all the Judges present at the Show)
EXHIBITOR ASSISTANMIKke Shadrack .

PUBLICITYCarol Abendschein PRESIDENTS AWAIRDthe best Container or Trough Garden as
MEMBERSH#RIary Lou Stephan voted by all the Judges present at thiegfhdanated by the
DESIGNS DIVISION Janice Fraiser current President

HOSPITALITY/ POT Lu@&cant .
GEORGE SMITH DISTINCTIVE DESIGN foMARDest in the

SHOW JUDGES Carol Abendshein, Paulette Combs, George D¥Rigy/Arrangements Division as voted by all the Judges present :
Donna Eggleston,, Janice Frasier, Barbara Jones, Ran Lydell, K&pNowHo st a 6George Smit hbo
Plumley, Carolyn Schaffner

Is there a job you can do? Can you help?
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The next meeting
of the WNY Hosta Society is the

pring eeting
Sunday, April 26thd 1:30-4:00

East Aurora Senior Center
101 King Streetd East Aurora 14052

=N = = = = =

(Route 400 to Mapledexight. Maple to the end, left onto Main, ther 4

THE PROGRAM

Ran Lydell, hosta hybridizer, raconteur
extraordinaire and proprietor of Eagle Bay
Gardens will be presenting a program he calls
ONatures Little Garden

Ran has been carefully looking at the way
nature plans her gardens, puts colors together,

rﬂ aprednges the height and shapes of plants to

righd S. Grouv@ past the Roycroft to the stop sign, then left on Oak‘ﬁ""Work together so that therY all see the Iight and

Senior Center wild.l be

IN PLAZA).

on NOWr [

Doors open at 1:30
Program commences at 2 pm

PROGRAM

Natureds Little
A photographic safari with Ran Lydell

B Movie
Smeadds
presentation

YA

Short business meeting
& review of 2009 calendar

John spectac

(ded " hatlifal ¢ febtlres " Ehinks! "Vandyd ' lafid

waterways) to complement it all.

Ran says that there is so much we can learn
from nature when putting our own gardens
together and as he travels around the country
he has been taking loads of photographs just to
prove his point. This is going to be so good.

Gardens , .o oo
pERE R S Ay

If that were not enough our B Movie this time is

Lvery specigl, gJphg Sggad has| prepared an

audio-visual program with spirited music and
colorful images, taking an evocative adventure
through the seasons of the hosta garden. This
is to be a 20-minute journey through his garden
and highlights the growth progression of two
different hosta varieties from spring until fall.

Be there.

Plus

¥e yAs

Door prizes, new hostas, bring and buy,
drag and brag, hostatality
Fun and Frolic
Spring is almost here
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Hosta Sushi

Young Hosta shoots are a good mild-tasting
spinach alternative in spring. Hostakopita is a Greek
Spinach Pie made with Hosta shoots; in Japan, nori
maki sushi is filled with parboiled Hosta shoots
marinated in soy sauce, salt and sugar. Young
shoots can be gathered,

skinned and boiled or g2

steamed like asparagus. ¥
Larger species and cultivars
such as H. sieboldiana are
best. In Japan, Hosta petioles
or urui are enjoyed but




! PRELIMINARY !
I I
; 2009 Calendar ;
i .
iWeéve spent some ti me Iool|<
.al readyé all these dates!
I'going to be a BUSY year!! !
I I
| |
1 April 26th i Spring Meeting I
iISpeaker: Ran Lydell, Naga

 B-Movie: John Smead - special power point
| presentation- Show Info and much more

:April 26th 1 Spring Meeting

.O0Nat ur e 0 sRaGlaydell e n 6
' B Movie - special AV by John Smead
|

I June 20th - Leaf Show , Hostas are a Safaril
IMenneos

I

1June 24-27 i American Hosta Society

1 Convention i Lansing, Michigan!

I

August 16 - Picnic Meeting, Dunkirk, NY

; Theme: Companion Plants

i
; Society

!Harvey D. Morin VFW i Center Rd., W. Seneca ;
I

ISeptember5-Pr esi dent s-Bos®mg NY ulc
I

iSeptember 191 Fall Hosta Forum , Cambridge i
: I

1Springs, PAT Featuring: MARCO FRANSEN
1 Ter Haar, Holland & CH Falstad, Holland
1 (Michigan) great speakers, wonderful venue

I
; November 157 Fall Meeting

iTopic To Be Announced

August 22 T Annual Sale with Daylily

Available Hostas

At the last meeting some members chose some
new hostas that they wanted the Society to try and
obtain. This has proved to be very difficult. The
hBsths cAoken WHRrE frof & lhr§e el of differ-
deht &vholesal® nueetids arfd few of hihase statked
more than a couple of the plants we wanted. Sadly
these wholesalers also have pretty large sized mini-
mum orders.

We have therefore ordered a few plants, some from
tthosé ol thedist dnd sdmk tb ipplénant odr eublis
plant sales.

Provided that they arrive in time, it is our intention
to make all the plants we have ordered available to
members at cost, at our April meeting. We will
have to devise a scheme to prevent one person
buying all of them and whereby they are spread
fairly across the membership.

These will be small tissue culture plants that will
require tender loving care. But the prices will be
tissue culture prices too.

The plants available will be

6Bl ue Mo

Dance
Deep
Hus h

Wi thstM%Ql ue Mo

Bl ue Seabo
Puppyo
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We need the following for the
April meeting:

Volunteers to bring desserts/refreshments
Please call: Dolores: {8935)

Door prizes
We | ike to keep our mg

something we can offer for a door prize, bring it

YOuUe.
Make sure you cavand bring a friend!

et i
hlong
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which reached wensldie membership of the Royal

George Smith MBE Horticultural Society. His lecture to the Royal
. . Horticultural Society following their Annual General
English flower arranger extraordinaire Meeting in London in 1994 attracted an audience of 8t

people the largest ever recorded by the Society for

The award for BEST DESIGN in Division VI such an occasion.

at our hosta show this year has been named

THE GEORGE SMITH AWARD FOR Gardeners and flower lovers from throughout Britain
DISTINCTIVE ARTISTIC DESIGN for indeed from all over the world, be it U.S.A., South Afri
George Smith, MBE. Japan, New Zealand, Italy and Australia visit his

beautiful home and gardens at Heslington, York, UK,

For over 30 years George Smith has received internatiifh are filled with a wonderful collection of flower
acclaim as one of the world's most celebrated lecture &rangers plants. George Smith and his garden have
demonstrators in flower decoration and horticulture. "TiGRIEgginnumerable times on television and in natior
be no name better known and acclaimed in the world M3 R¥grseas publications.

arrangers than that of George Smith" (Iris Webb, Past . _
President of the National Association of Flower Arrangdfifefitardens at Heslington Manor are pretty special

Societies of Great Britain). . _ _ o

0OThe quint ess-damhemiadseyen gl
George Smith's exceptional talent has enthralled thoud8riJ¥™4Ping with roses climbing old walls and iron
the world's premier floral events. In the USA he has spBi&ifgt |tS wide borders are massed with spires of roy
the National State Garden Club Convention in Boston, fi#€ delphiniums, purple lupins and skies of Canterbu
Washington D.C., the Williamsburg Garden Symposiuri&is- 1t is luscious Vl"'th great bowls of peonies, velvet
three occasions, from Atlanta to San Francisco at UnivftiiRedt, gray lamb's ears and ht'aad'y with the scent o
Museums and Garden Club Conventions. He has lectU@¥gRfl€r. It's an odd thing, the mind's eye, the way it
Mexico, Guatemala, Panama and Venezuela. Europe K28 $4@&R itself around an idea and never lift its gaze.
his artistry at the Floralies of Ghent, the Palace of Verdzfldg, that vision the English garden enjoys a perpetu
UNESCO in Paris. He has for thirty years judged the SUMmMer.
international Concours de Bouquet in Monte Carlo at the

invitation of HSH Princess Grace and now Princess Carfi@anor house at Heslington, two miles outside Yo
offers all the joys of summer, for thirty years the Mano

_ . ' House and its garden has been the inspiration of and
He has lectured in Kenya, Zimbabwe and in South Afriggetge Smith, master of the art of flower arranging, b

Exotica and the World Orchid Congress. He lectured iy §3j@wagys 'gardener first'.
at the invitation of the China Floriculture & Research

Association from whom he received an honorary doctogigaiiéls Fascination with plants began early. 'My firs
has also lectured in Hong Kong, New Zealand and Japgint was a hostd. FortunéAlbopictawnhich |

rescued when | was about six on my way home from
Between 1968 and 1980 the late Duke and Duchess adcnool. Well, | stole it really, and from the vicar's

Beaufort invited him to decorate Badminton House for fgnpost heap, too. My next plant was given to me by
Three Day Equestrian Event. As artistic director of maﬁwmggié{, an artist, when | was eight. It was an Iris

successful festivals in Yorkshire's stately homes and  pseydacorus 'Variegata'. Suddenly, | was aware of
cathedrals, nothing has surpassed the flowers he creajgg\f@g having colour, other than just green.

the dedication of York Minster's South Transept in the presence

of her Majesty the Queen in November 1988. His stunigdembarked on horticultural training when he left
creations were seen by millions on national television. gchool, but ironically, it was during his national service
_ _ _ that George's talent for flower arranging was noticed.
George Smith has written three highly successful booksdone 'something to brighten up Catterick Camp fc
featured in numerous publications at home and abroadnhBi&eneral's vigitst hedgerow blossom and leaves'.
series of articles in "The Garden’ magazine (of Wer&&S)he General's wife remarked upon it and thenceforth |
unique and personal blend of flower arranging and hor{igddtdi®nmanded to arrange her flowers. He was soor



giving classes to all the army wives. crowns of candelabra primulas, all apricots and oranges
and burnt sugar.
Built around 1760 as a farmstead for Heslington Hall, the
Manor was converted and garden begun by Nina, Ladythe upper end, near the house, the garden is more
Deramore. George had just published his first book tailored. The terrace is garnished with obelisks of golden
flower arranging when she invited him to the Manor y@w and box trees, in terracotta pots, topiaried into
discuss ideas for her own book on dried flowers. Hecsakscrews. More pots planted with white tulips echo the
the garden and 'it was my idea of heaven'. A year latehite blossom of the bird cherry overhead. In between
when she moved to London, George took up residetice.stone flags ramble thymes and ornamental grasses.
George and his gardener Allan Buckle work as a team tc
The garden was then 'a sort of horticultural concentratisure that the effect, while stunning, is never over
camp with too much of epolshedt hing. & Three sorbus
where one would have made a huge tree, masses of
Balsam poplar, and pink prunus all over the place, wifichugh the wrought iron gate onto the upper lawns, yot
come out like a rash. | had to thin the trees, rather thaill see the trick of marrying blossom to bloom repeated,
plant more. He kept 50 of the 150 Cuppresus‘aylantis time in pink. The overhanging pink cherry-blossom
pet hate'and the wonderful Scots pines for windbreaRsnus '‘Kanzan' is reflected in the deep pink peonies,
the old apple trees 'for character' and the white bird Igastiryg in turn to the luscious purple dome of the
He selected among the sorbus and planted the varigigr®nnial wallflower, Erysimum ' Bowles Mauve', which
Joseph Rock' with its beautiful yellow berries. But heneither looks nor smells anything like a wall flower.
wondered why his Judas tree never took. It just keeled over
one day with its roots all growing horizontally'. He wasisdas the iris borders either side of the flagged path
to find out. that have the frisson factor. If the colour combinations of
pinks, or of intermingling of yellow, white and green as ir
While George and his two friends Brian Withill and Dlaeitulips and ferns by the pond, are wholly delightful, it i
Gilkeson who share the house were busy enlarging Gedigs's planting of the strong colours in the double
pond and digging a second, they made a discovery.ddrder which is mesmerising. For here mauve irises run
topsoil was very good, and there was a great deal ofritobuaroon, with gold beards and flushed almost orange
it had been laid on top of layers of hard core over a bedlté# underside of their petaksy came with the
river pebbles. house, we just call them "Old Burgandythese in
turn run
‘The fields had been cleared of pebbles in the eightaetthhe
and nineteenth centuries and were put down here tcapricot a
absorb the mire, because this had been the farm's gold Iris
stockyard. The topsoil was just dumped on top'. "The
Rocket".
Part of Heslington's beauty derives from its traditional
gualities of an English country garden in the spring. A weak
sun weak sun filters through the early morning mistsEtmel
stretches pale fingers between the Scots pines acrobsraers
dewy lawn. A duck waddles out to 'the wild bit' near #re

along a
On the other side of the pond, where one of the rowarteisays ¢
beginning to put on a bit of leaf, the massedamntithgr axis, not &*
of yellow and white tulips mixes with ferns unfurling trethe
first fronds of the year. It is very quiet and tranquil. Atdlses of
pond's edge rise the tall slim striped foliage of Iris A
pseudacorus OVariegata'




complementary colour associations. I'll put white
and grey togethavith black for a bit of zip. | put lin
green with apricot, burnt orange and flame, then

back to yellow, primrose, cream. Magenta runs through

to violet, purple, pink and mauve and lavender.'
nothing is George Smith celebrated in the world
flower arrangement.

First Discovered by George Smith as a natural sj
Hosta sieboldiana 'Elegans’ in 1981. Hosta 'Geof
Smith' is a distinctive new cultivar and was reco
as the first in the world with this particular varieg
was registered with the international Hosta Regig
the Minnesota Arboretum, U.S.A. after verificatio
British Hosta and Hemerocallis Society in 1983.

Taken from the English Garden Magdairedh/April
1997 and George Smithd©
http://www.georgesmithflowers.c
Edi torsd Note.
the British Hosta and Hemerocallis Society ang
internationally acclaimed flower arranger is
credited with popularising the use of hosta leg

flower arrangements, thus helping to promotqyikB&heehan - all the way from HOLLAND,

Friendship Plant in England. A visit to his hoi
gardens is a totally unique pleasure.

- Besidentgke

]gi”k ADVANCE INFORMATION
| work This is going to be the

VERY BEST YET

Not for
it The 2009 Fall Hosta Forum
Saturday 19" September
The Riverside Inn
port of Cambridge Springs, PA
ge
Mivecdtheme thisyear -wi t h a tip 0
femtutled speaker is built around a Holland theme:
try at

""DUTCH TREA

Three Excellent speakers
S website

®MErco Fransen - large commercial hosta grower

all the way from Ter Haar, Holland
Smith MBE is Vice

&1 BHIstad - large commercial hosta grower all

¥t{e&hay from HOLLAND, Michigan
ves in

NgedNdork

And a special panel discussion

Plus lunch, vendors, live and silent auctions,
and much, much more!

Registrations restricted to
the first one hundred

More details soon

t

I/


http://www.georgesmithflowers.com/garden006.JPG

Western New York Hosta Society

Mike Shadrack, President
8399 Zimmerman Road
Hamburg, NY 14075
h8staman@aol.com

Wedre on t

WWW.
Whnyhostasociety.com

Next meeting: April 26th
Spring Meeting

Western New York Hosta Society
Proudly Presents

AN AHS ACCREDITED HOSTA SHOW
Hostas are a Safari!

Sunday, June 20, 2009
at Mennebs Nur
3100 Niagara Falls Boulevard
Amherst, New York 14228

Exhibits (from everyone) accepted
8 AM until 10:30 AM

Judging starts at 11 AM

SHOW OPENS TO THE PUBLIC
1 PM. TO CLOSING

B=NI ANO{ |

The WNY Hosta Society

Will be present
and selling hostas
Y 'TwWo Farmerso Mar k

b

¥

Saturday, June 13th

Al den Far mersé M

Cl arence Far mer s

Volunteers Please!

et s

ar k



